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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to inform T2 and RAN2 that RAN3 had detected the IE type of Message Identifier IE, Serial Number IE and Broadcast Message Content IE (known as CB DATA in 23.041 and 25.324) in 25.419 are mismatched with 23.041 and 25.324. That is, the type of these IEs is defined as OCTET STRING in 25.324 while these are defined as BIT STRING in 25.419. As RNC does not interpret the real meaning of these IEs, it had been from R99 understanding that RNC shall just transparently transfer these IEs from the CN to the UE. In order to correct such mismatch, one possibility is to change the type of the IE in 25.419 from BIT STRING to OCTET STRING. This however will cause backward incompatible problem for ASN.1. RAN3 therefore decided to take the solution, which is only to clarify in semantic description that RNC need not do padding when transferring to the UE. This clarification is only done for Broadcast Message Content IE as only this IE has variable bit string (1..9968). Addition to that, the size of bit from 1 to 7 is also clarified that it is not applicable. All of these clarifications of course are based on the understanding that the CN will always send the Broadcast Message Content IE for which the length is multiple of 8 according to 23.041. 

RAN3 would also like to inform T2 and RAN2 that in RAN3#27 (18th – 22nd February 2002) the misalignment regarding the IE type between 25.419 and 25.324 was actually corrected in CR89r1 of 25.419. The correction was to change from OCTET STRING to BIT STRING. However later RAN2 changed the type of these IE from BIT STRING to OCTET STRING in CR11 25.324 so this misalignment remains in the spec today. 

2. Actions:

None.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:
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