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7.1.4
Forwarding of a Multimedia Message

This part of the MMS service describes the mechanism by which an MMS User Agent may request the corresponding MMS Relay/Server, that an MM for which the MMS User Agent is the intended recipient (and is notified of the MM) be  forwarded to other specified recipient(s) MMS User Agent(s) or recipient VASP whose address(es) shall be specified by the forwarding MMS User Agent, without having to first retrieve the MM.

The support for originating a request that a specific MM be forwarded is optional for the MMS User Agent. 

The support for forwarding an MM, in response to a request from a MMS User Agent that a specific MM be forwarded is optional for the MMS Relay/Server.

The original MM is forwarded to a new recipient(s) with the forwarding MMS User Agent’s address being provided but without additional content, and without affecting the elements of the original MM.  Some additional information elements e.g. delivery report, read-reply report, i.e. requests for reports which are to provide feedback on the forwarded MM to the forwarding MMS User Agent, may be supplied.

Upon requesting an MM to be forwarded the MMS User Agent:

· shall indicate the address of the MM recipient(s);

· shall provide the message reference provided in the MM Notification;

· shall not request address hiding;

· shall not generate a read-reply report to the originator MMS User Agent even if a read-reply report is requested;

· may indicate the address of the Forwarding MMS User Agent (i.e. it’s own address);

· may request that a copy of the forwarded MM be stored in the MMBox;

· may provide a time stamp for the time of submission of the request to forward the MM;

· may set the desired time of expiry for the forwarded MM;

· may set the earliest desired time of delivery for the forwarded MM;

· may request a delivery report for the forwarded MM;

· may request a read-reply report for the forwarded MM;

Upon reception of a request from a forwarding MMS User Agent to forward an MM, the forwarding MMS Relay/Server

· shall assign a Message Identification to the forwarded MM and immediately provide the forwarding MMS User Agent with this Message Identification;

· shall provide status information on the MM forward request to the forwarding MMS User Agent;

· shall retain the forwarded MM until the earliest desired time of delivery, if the optional feature of earliest time of delivery is supported by the MMS Relay/Server of the forwarding MMS User Agent. If this feature is not supported then the MM is immediately routed forward;

· is responsible for copying the MM into the MMBox, if the MMBox is supported, enabled, and if requested. In addition, the stored MM will have new Recipient address, Sender address, and Date and time information elements appended to the stored MM in such a way that the forwarding history of those information elements is accumulated with repeated forwardings, without losing the Recipient and Sender addresses, and Date and time of the original MM;

· may provide a time stamp of the MM submission;

· shall not provide the MM originator’s address if the originator MMS User Agent requested its address to be hidden from the MM recipient(s);

· shall not route forward the request for address hiding of the MM originator;

· shall provide the address of the MMS User Agent that requested forwarding of the MM;

· shall provide a time stamp for the request to forward the MM. It may also override the forwarding MMS User Agent’s time stamp;

· shall insert the forwarding MMS User Agent’s address into the forwarded MM if not yet provided;

· may override the address provided by the forwarding MMS User Agent in the forwarding request (subject to MMS service provider’s preferences);

· shall resolve the recipient’s address(es) of the forwarded MM;

· shall route the forwarded MM towards the MM recipient(s);

· shall pass the indication whether or not a delivery report is requested unaltered when routing the forwarded MM towards the MM recipient(s);

· shall pass the indication whether or not a read-reply report is requested unaltered when routing the forwarded MM towards the MM recipient(s);

· shall generate a delivery report indicating “indeterminate” status of the MM’s delivery if a delivery report was requested by the last MMS User Agent that handled the message and if the peer entity the MM is routed forward to is not known to the MMS Relay/Server of the forwarding MMS User Agent;

· shall provide the recipient MMS Relay/Server(s) with a count of the number of times that the particular MM was forwarded;

· shall provide the recipient MMS Relay/Server(s) with a list of addresses of forwarding MMS User Agents for the MM;

· shall generate a delivery report to the originator MMS User Agent if a delivery report is requested.

A special case is where the recipient MMS Relay/Server is also the forwarding MMS Relay/Server. In this case the MM does not have to be routed forward.

…

8.7.2.3
Features

Authentication: The MMS Relay/Server may supply its own identifier as part of the request.

Addressing: All relevant address information for the delivery of the message to the VASP – including the addressing information from the original message and from the MMS Relay/Server should be included in the relevant information elements of MM7_deliver.REQ.

Version: The MM7 protocol shall provide unique means to identify the version supported by both the MMS Relay/Server and VASP. 

Message Type: The type of message used on reference point MM7 indicating MM7_deliver.REQ and MM7_deliver.RES as such.

Transaction Identification: The VASP shall provide an unambiguous transaction identification within a request. The response shall unambiguously refer to the corresponding request using the same transaction identification.

Message priority and subject: The MMS Relay/Server may qualify the MM further by adding a priority and/or subject to the MM7_deliver.REQ.  This information will originate from the end-user’s original request.

Linked message identification: The MMS Relay/Server will supply an identifier for the request that may be used by the VASP.

Service code:  The VASP may mark the response to the message with a service code that will be transferred to the charging information for use by the billing system to properly bill the user for the service being supplied.

Time stamping: The MM may include a time stamp indicating the time of original submission.

Reply-Charging: In case of reply-charging when the reply-MM is submitted within the MM7_deliver.REQ MMS Relay/Server should indicate that the message is free-of-charge reply.

Content type: The MIME type of the multimedia content shall always be identified in the MM7_deliver.REQ.

Content: The originator of the MM may supply content that is delivered to the VASP in the MM7_deliver.REQ.

Request status: The MMS Relay/Server shall indicate the status of the request in the associated response. The reason code given in the status information element of the response may be supported with an explanatory text further qualifying the status. 
Previously-sent-by: The address(es) of the MMS User Agent(s) that submitted or forwarded the MM prior to the last forwarding MMS User Agent. In the multiple forwarding case the order of the provided addresses shall be indicated and the address of the originator MMS User Agent shall be indicated, if present. 

NOTE:
The address of the last forwarding MMS User Agent is carried in other addressing elements. 
8.7.2.4
Information Elements

Table 1: Information elements in the MM7_deliver.REQ .

	Information element
	Presence
	Description

	Transaction ID
	Mandatory
	The identification of the MM7_deliver.REQ/ MM7_deliver.RES pair.

	Message type
	Mandatory
	Identifies this message as a MM7_deliver request.

	MM7 version
	Mandatory
	Identifies the version of the interface supported by the MMS Relay/Server

	MMS Relay/Server ID
	Optional
	Identifier of the MMS Relay/Server

	Linked ID
	Optional
	Identifier that may be used by the VASP in a subsequent MM7_submit.REQ

	Sender address
	Mandatory
	The address of the MM originator.

	Recipient address
	Optional
	The address(es) of the intended recipients of the subsequent processing by the VASP or the original recipient address(es).  

	Date and time
	Optional
	The time and date of the submission of the MM (time stamp).

	Reply-Charging-ID
	Optional
	In case of reply-charging when the reply-MM is submitted within the MM7_deliver.REQ this is the identification of the original MM that is replied to.

	Priority
	Optional
	The priority (importance) of the message.

	Previously-sent-by
	Optional
	In case of forwarding this information element contains one or more address(es) of MMS User Agent(s) that handled (i.e. forwarded or submitted) the MM prior to the MMS User Agent whose address is contained in the Sender address information element. The order of the addresses provided shall be marked. The address of the originator MMS User Agent shall be marked, if present.

	Subject
	Optional
	The title of the whole MM.

	Content type
	Mandatory
	The content type of the MM’s content.

	Content
	Optional
	The content of the multimedia message


Table 2: Information elements in the MM7_deliver.RES .

	Information element
	Presence
	Description

	Transaction ID
	Mandatory
	The identification of the MM7_deliver.REQ/ MM7_deliver.RES pair.

	Message type
	Mandatory
	Identifies this message as a MM7_deliver response.

	MM7 version
	Mandatory
	Identifies the version of the interface supported by the VASP

	Service code
	Optional
	Information supplied by the VASP which may be included in charging information.  The syntax and semantics of the content of this information are out of the scope of this specification.

	Request Status
	Mandatory
	Status of the completion of the request.

	Request Status text
	Optional
	Text description of the status for display purposes, should qualify the Request Status code
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