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T2 would like to request the guidance of S2 on the subject of architectural support of MExE servers.

The MExE specifications (22.057, 23.057) do not define MExE servers, but instead refers to interaction between the UE and the MExE Service Environment (MSE).  The MSE is an abstract representation of servers or sources of services (inside or outside the wireless network), to which the MExE device establishes a connection. MExE devices may establish connections (e.g. over WSP or HTTP) with servers to enable service download/interaction.

The appended extract from the MExE Stage 2 on the following page is an informative logical description of the MExE device interaction with the MSE.  

T2 would request S2 to:-

· identify the support that the architecture can provide to MExE servers (i.e. how MExE servers are enabled in the home/visited networks, relationship to VASPs and HE-VASPs, the support of home environment and local services, service discovery, relationship to VHE etc.)

· suggest guidance on any ways in which the appended extract could be improved to ensure consistency with the architecture work in S2 (i.e. use terminology consistent with that in S2).

T2 thanks S2 for support and looks forward to continued co-operation with S2.

4.5
High level architecture

The following architectural model shows an example of how standardised transport mechanisms are used to transfer MExE services between the MExE device and the MExE service environment, or to support the interaction between two MExE devices executing a MExE service. 

The MExE service environment could, as shown in Figure 1 "Generic MExE architecture", consist of several service nodes each providing MExE services that can be transferred to the MExE device using mechanisms such as (but not limited to) fixed/mobile/cordless network protocols, Bluetooth, infrared, serial links, wireless optimised protocols, standard Internet protocols. These service nodes may exist in the circuit switched domain, packet switched domain, IP multimedia core network subsystem or in the internet space (e.g. SMS service centres, multimedia messaging servers, internet servers etc.). The MExE service environment may also include a proxy server to translate content defined in standard Internet protocols into their wireless optimised derivatives.

For the versatile support of MExE services, the wireless network shall provide the MExE device with access to a range of bearer services on the radio interface to support application control and transfer from the MExE service environment. As MExE also applies to fixed and cordless environments, MExE device may also access MExE services via non-wireless access mechanisms.
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Figure 1: Generic MExE architecture
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