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We gratefully acknowledge your Liaison statement T2-010814 (S4-010575) requesting that SA WG4 undertakes the responsibility for the definition of media formats and codecs for multimedia messaging service.

We are pleased to inform you that we welcome this request and we are happy to take this responsibility.  This will allow a consistent selection of codecs for terminals that support various multimedia applications. 

During the SA WG4 meeting in Tokyo, a first draft of the new “MMS media formats and codecs” has been produced, (please find it attached to this LS). 

In order to ensure continuity with your previous work, Sections 5.1.2.2 to 5.1.2.5 and 5.1.3 from version 4.3.0 of the TS 23.140 have been used as the starting point. 

We have then introduced some modifications to specific items, in order to clarify the text and to align it with the other “codecs and format” specifications owned by the SA4 group. 

In particular, we would like to draw your attention to the addition of two new sections, in alignment to the PSS specification.  In the first, we address a new media type, 2D vector graphics. In the second, we address the issue of media synchronization and presentation, following the requirement that emerges from Stage 1 document 22.140.

A minor concern was raised during the Tokyo meeting with reference to the clause in your LS that excludes media type “text” from the transfer of responsibility.  We acknowledge the fact that T2 has a proven experience in the handling of text. It is also understood that alignment and interoperability with SMS text handling are a major concern, for which T2 has and should maintain responsibility.

However, SA WG4 believes that it would be beneficial if SA WG4 could have the possibility to handle the usage of text in MMS, as it might be related to the usage of other media types in the multimedia presentation.  We would encourage T2 to provide us with requirements relative to interoperability with other messaging services.
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