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Some definitions :

In UMS “multimedia” refers to the fact that message of differing media (e.g. voice, email, SMS) are stored together in one inbox.

In MMS “multimedia” refers to the fact that a single message can have component parts of differing media (e.g. text, picture, voice).

NOTE : An email system which supports suitable MIME types is a multimedia messaging system and if mobile phones acquire email clients (as some now are e.g. Panasonic) that support suitable MIME types then these mobiles will have access to the world biggest multimedia messaging system.

Unified messaging – all messages can be accessed through one inbox

Universal messaging – messages can be accessed by a variety of access technologies (e.g. mobile 

It is the view of Vodafone – Airtouch UK that there should be a single control point for the subscriber management of unified messaging.

In support of T2M000056, it would seem that a similar view is being expressed there.

The MMS is already intended to be a control point for the management of Multi Media Messages. As there is likely to be interaction between control for Multi Media messages and Unified messaging then it seems that the control point for MMS and UMS should be common.

23.140 Fig 3 already multi media servers attached to the MMS relay which will have already stored a multi media message in an appropriate format for conversion at the subscribers request and subsequent delivery through UMS.

Additionally, the MMS relay already provides subscriber access to subscriber subscription and profiles.

For example, a mobile subscriber may have already elected to have all incoming e- mail messages subject fields and sender converted to SMS. By selecting ‘voice’ as the unified messaging delivery mechanism a platform in the MMSE will convert the SMS text to speech and deliver the subject field as voice. Such a choice requires one control mechanism.

