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SMS has a particular problem in that there has been an expectation that SMS can align with the fixed network e-mail environment.

In practice this has proven to be very difficult for several reasons:-

· message size incompatibility

· inability to carry an e-mail address except in the user data field

The latter of these problems is of particular significance to MMS.

An environment which conventionally uses internet type addressing will wish to allow users originating messages in that environment to specify an internet type of destination address even though the message is going to be sent to a mobile phone. It will also be necessary for a user in that environment to use a MSISDN as the destination address. Similarly, a user originating a message on a mobile phone needs to be able to specify an internet type of destination address. The recipient of a message in an internet e-mail environment will wish to see the originating address of that message as either an internet type of address even though it may have come from a mobile phone or as an MSISDN.

Ideally what is required is a universal agreement for defining an internet domain name for all mobiles combined with the persons name and MSISDN. This is worthy of debate.  

