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‘Chat’ is a good example of instant messaging. 

In a normal fixed network ( e.g. LAN ) it is not normal behaviour for terminals engaged in instant messaging to randomly disappear and re-appear and the means of re-connection is usually manual.

When mobile phones are engaged in instant messaging, they will disappear and re-appear as the result of radio conditions.

There is a need for automated re-connection for mobiles – perhaps using a mechanism similar to the SMSC alert. Consideration also needs to be given to  the fact that a mobile subscriber may have elected to dis-connect intentionally but that his request to disconnect was lost due to radio coverage problems.

In summary, the specification for Instant messaging in MMS needs to take into account the now well known characteristics of the mobile environment.

