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There may well be differences of opinion between various network operators, mobile and infrastructure element manufacturers concerning the specification of MMS.

The commercial view of Vodafone – Airtouch UK is that it is imperative that there is interoperability between terminal devices of differing manufacture and standardisation of the functionality provided by MMS infrastructure elements.

SMS has been singularly successful although through the hindsight of experience a number of problems have emerged, which could have been avoided.

One such problem concerns the fixed network access protocols to the SMSC, which many feel in hindsight, should have been standardised. This in itself is part of the much wider problem in SMS

· roaming / billing. I.e. The inability to send messages to a non-home network SMSC.

Another area, which continues to cause concern, is that there are too many options in the standards for SMS and so it is virtually impossible for advantage to be taken by offering services, which use options.

It would be unfortunate if the benefit of lessons learnt through SMS were not addressed and resolved in the MMS work.

It is proposed here that issues, which could affect ‘interoperability’, be identified during the progress of the development of the MMS specifications and a solution defined.

Some time is worth spending now reviewing 23.040 in its current form. 

