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There has been much discussion concerning push vs pull message delivery and notification.

It is the commercial view of Vodafone –Airtouch UK that the means of message delivery should be the responsibility of the recipient.

There seems to be a need for 3 categories of service.

· Simple notification and user pull

· Intelligent notification and user pull

· Push (intelligent)

An example of the first case would be a simple notification by say voice or SMS that the recipient has a number of e-mails and  a number of voice messages. The retrieval is then left up to the mobile subscriber to receive the information in the media type ( MMS ) and delivery mechanism (UMS) requested. 

An example of the second case would be a longer notification by say voice or SMS that the recipient has a number of e-mails and an indication of the number and size of the attachments The retrieval is then left up to the mobile subscriber to retrieve the information in the media type ( MMS ) and delivery mechanism (UMS) requested. 

An example of the third case would be automated push of selected media types ( a subset or all of the messages stored ) or a selected file size (say 10K) via a particular delivery mechanism (UMS) as requested. The user is allowed to choose options from  a set of parameters.

From the business viewpoint the above categories could be tariffed differently according to the ‘market value. Additionally, the mobile subscriber needs to receive an indication for each message whether it is reverse charged or not ( recipient or sender pays ).

Message deletion by the recipient without downloading should be provided.

