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Abstract: This paper describes an enhancement for the IP connectivity point-to-point MCData service to optionally establish the media plane directly between the two involved MCData IP connectivity clients.
According to 3GPP TS 23.282 IP connectivity service enables the exchange of IP Data using MCData transport service and provides the transport of IP Data for e.g. data hosts, servers, etc. that do not have mission critical communication capabilities. The exchange of IP Data is not limited in a transaction.
Such applications can require to send data at high data rates or require low latency. To fulfil these requirements in an efficient way and to avoid high load on the MCData server this paper proposes to utilize a direct point-to-point connection between the involved MCData clients with the use of Edge Computing as defined in clause 5.13 of 3GPP TS 23.501.
The advantages of such a solution is the following: Based on application requirements and deployment situation it will be possible to select a UPF close to the UE and steer the traffic to the application in the local data network (edge cloud).
This improves latency and offloads traffic from the MCData server, while keeping the same end to end functional behaviour for the involved data hosts.

Currently in IP connectivity point-to-point MCData the path of the media plane goes through IPcon distribution function which is located inside the MCData server. The proposed CR adds an extension to the IP connectivity point-to-point MCData service that allows the existing mode via the MCData server as well as a newly introduced direct mode in which the media plane is established directly between the involved MCData clients.
