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1. Overall description 
CT3#45 discussed proposals that were aiming to implement the requirements in clause 4.2.2a of TS 23.203: 
“It shall be possible to apply a separate rate to a specific service…
It shall be possible to change the rate based on the time of day.” 

CT3 could not conclude if a direct indication of a point in time when to change the rate is required at the Gx interface
The opinion was expressed that the existing PCC mechanisms may satisfy the above requirement: 

The charging key by the PCRF (generic mechanism used for any change of rate) may be applied or the rate may be changed by the OCS (for online charging only). It was also suggested that configured data in the PCEF could be used to generate offline CDRs at the desired point in time. 

It was pointed out that in particular for offline charging these existing mechanisms may not perform sufficiently well: If the user may have different rates, the PCRF may need to send multiple messages over Gx interface when the tariff time change point is reached (e.g. many users concurrently reach the tariff change time trigger, resulting in an overload at the Gx interface).
2. Actions 
CT3 kindly asks SA2:
To provide guidance if, and in which release, a direct indication of a point in time when to change the rate is required at the Gx interface.
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