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While trying to be in line with 3G TS 26.102 “AMR speech codec; Interface to Iu and Uu“ and updating 3G TS 25.415 “UTRAN Iu Interface User Plane Protocols”, RAN WG3 discovered statements in e.g. section 6.1.1 mandating the use of PDU type 0 (this PDU type contains a payload CRC) on Iu for AMR speech.

As the type of service is not (and shall not be) explicitly known to the UTRAN we feel that statements referring the service are not appropriate. It was clarified in RAN WG3 meeting #14 that the selection of the PDU type should be rather (implicitly) based on certain RAB reliability attributes, e.g. SDU error ratio, Residual bit error ratio, Delivery of Erroneous SDU, etc. If this – vendor specific – determination of the appropriate PDU Type is not sufficient or inaccurate in SA WG4’s view RAN WG3 would appreciate further guidance on that subject.

This LS is also sent to CN WG3, as non-transparent cs data services require Iu UP support mode. Based on the PDU type selection mechanism outlined above PDU type 1 (without payload CRC) is likely to be selected according to e.g. the low SDU error ratio requirements given in the table of 3G TS 27.001, chapter B.1.13.2. CN WG3 is asked to express their opinion.

