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This document contains a small report of the key decisions of the last TSG-SA#8 (Dusseldorf, Germany, June 26-28, 2000) relevant to the Codec Working Group. All members are invited to read the official meeting minutes for a detailed review of the discussions and results of the plenary.

Report on the TSG-S4 Activities

The TSG-S4 report was contained in Tdoc SP-000258. The corresponding zip file includes the slides presented at the plenary, an updated list of S4 deliverables and two AMR-WB Permanent Documents provided to SG-SA for information (Performance Requirements and project Deliverables). The complete list of S4 documents presented at the plenary is provided in Annex 1. Most documents were approved during the previous S4#11 meeting. The AMR Wideband Qualification Report was updated after the announcement of the last candidate withdrawal.

The 3G TS 26.104 was forwarded to SA for approval providing that no problem was reported by the agreed deadline (June16).

TSG-SA noted the results of the AMR wideband qualification phase and did not comment the revised project schedule.

The two specifications (3G TS 26.132 and 3G TS 26.104) presented to SA for approval were approved.

Similarly, all CRs presented for approval were also approved.

Note: S4 didn't present any CR removing the reference to the DAI out of the TS 26.131. S4 should discuss if these are still necessary and if so prepare them for the next plenary.

The new work item on Packet Switched Mobile Streaming Application received a lot of support and a lot of comments.

- T2 asked to be mentioned as having secondary responsibility for this work. This means that the related specifications should be send to T2 (and S2) for comments before they are formally approved.

- Bouygues Telecom confirmed that they supported this work item and renewed their request to be added in the list of supporting companies.

- Following some comments that the UTRAN or GERAN could also be impacted by this work item, it was clarified that it is necessary to differentiate transparent streaming services from non-transparent streaming or optimized streaming services. It was confirmed that S4 should have the leading responsibility for transparent streaming as defined in SP-000265. For optimized streaming, S2 should have the leading responsibility with S4 in a secondary role to ensure that the two scenarios lead to harmonized protocol and codec solutions. S2 has the responsibility to prepare the work item sheet for the second scenario.

S4 related discussions in TSG-SA#8

BT presented SP-000314 proposing that a default video codec is selected for IP multimedia services. This proposal was accepted in principle by SA.  BT is expected to present a related Work Item Description at the next S4 plenary.

Note: May be S4 should check if this was already an objective of WI2 (Low Bit Rate Codec(s) for Multimedia Telephony services) and especially the Packet Multimedia option or if a new Work Item should be produce and WI2 close. 

SA received a Liaison from the ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 MPEG Convenor (SP-000221) related to the use of the M-PEG4 video codec in the 3G specifications, and the adoption of a subset of the level 1 capabilities. S4 was requested to consider this Liaison and take the appropriate actions. This is also related to the liaison discussed and approved at the last S4 plenary.

Note: After verification, it turned out that ISO/IEC JTC1 is not an organization with which 3GPP WGs are authorized to liaise without submitting their liaison to the TSG leadership and the PCG for approval. Since the liaison (S4-000325) had not been sent to ISO, it could be beneficial to reopen the discussion and possibly re-word it towards a response to the liaison from ISO/IEC JTC1. In any cases, the TSG-SA Chairman and the PCG should be informed of this communication.

SA received another liaison from STQ (SP-000334) for which S4 was also asked to take the necessary actions. This liaison mentions a new specification edited by ETSI STQ on the Exchange of Performance Parameters. TFO is mentioned as an item in which this type of exchange is envisaged. STQ is asking 3GPP to be informed of any other related activity.

Finally, SA prepared a response to a Liaison from TSG-T in SP-000313 about Call Handling Scenarios. The response (sent to S4 and few other groups) and the original liaison are contained in SP-000351.

Other item of interest

The list of R99 open issues was updated. The new version is contained in SP-000355.

The relevant S4 items are reported in the table below (1 pending R99 items).

Note that the AMR 3G Characterization was identified as the ONLY R99 item not completed!
(Note: completed does not mean frozen)

Issue/Group
S1
S2
S3
S4
S5
T
CN
RAN
Finalization

Tandem-Free for AMR



Delayed till Dec. 2000




R00

Transcoder-Free
(out-of-band signaling)

R00

Completed


Delayed till September
R00
Target

September R00

Terminal Acoustic Test Spec



Completed




June 2000

R99

Quantitative Evaluation of H.324M over 3G Networks



Completed




March 2000

R99

Transmission aspects of Speech service in 3G Networks



Completed




March 2000

R99

AMR Characterization Report 



Not Complete




September 2000

R99

Floating Point Implementation for AMR



Completed




June 2000

R99

Work Program Status:

The following documents contain reference information on the status/evolution of the 3GPP Work Program:

SP-000335
3GPP meeting calendar

SP-000317
Project Plan, version 1.2

SP-000329
Overall presentation on Project Planning and WI handling

SP-000330
IGC status on Project Planning

SP-000187
Proposal for procedures related to the transfer of GSM Specifications to 3GPP

SP-000325
New Homes for old specifications

SP-000348
3GPP Specifications status list at the end of TSG#8 meeting

SP-000278
TR 21.801 v 1.0.1: Drafting Rules (new sections related to the WI handling and CR categories)

see also latest versions of:

TR 21.101: 
3rd Generation mobile system Release 1999 Specifications

TR 21.102:
3rd Generation mobile system Release 2000 Specifications

Annex 1: TSG-S4 Documents for TSG-SA#8

Document Number
Title
Source
Agenda
Item
Original TSG-S4 Tdoc #

SP-000258
TSG-S4 Status Report to TSG-SA#8
S4 Chairman
6.4.1
-

SP-000259
AMR Wideband Qualification Phase Report
TSG-S4
6.4.1
-

SP-000260
TS 26.132 v1.0.0 Terminal Acoustic Characteristics for Telephony – Test Requirements (R 99)
TSG-S4
6.4.3
S4-000312

SP-000261
TS 26.104 v1.0.0 ANSI-C code for the Floating-Point AMR Speech Codec (R 99)
TSG-S4
6.4.3
S4-000330

SP-000262
2 CRs on AMR
TSG-S4
6.4.3
-

SP-000263
1 CR on TS 26.111: Codec(s) for Circuit Switched Multimedia Telephony Service: Modifications to H.324
TSG-S4
6.4.3
S4-000230R

SP-000264
4 CRs to TS 26.131: Terminal Acoustic Characteristics for Telephony – Requirements
TSG-S4
6.4.3
-

SP-000265
New WI Proposal on Packet Switched Mobile Streaming Application
TSG-S4
6.4.3
S4-000280
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