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Introduction
The IVAS_Codec work item started in October 2017 and progress has been very slow with no more technical contributions submitted after the January 2020 SA4#107 meeting. Subsequently, as a way forward, it was proposed to have a Public Collaboration (PC) among IVAS proponents to jointly develop a candidate codec for IVAS.
A first suggestion of detailed principles of the Public Collaboration was submitted [1]. The document was refined in a Terms of Reference draft at the last SA4#110-e meeting [2]. This document defined the roles and responsibilities of the Contributors to the Public Collaboration. 
However, based on these documents, some aspects of the collaborative process between 3GPP SA4 and the Public Collaboration are not clear. In the following clauses, the source highlights some points and questions that will benefit from further clarification.
SA4 working procedure
Codecs developed in SA4 have always been the outcome of collaboration between several 3GPP members in order to achieve the technically best solution. One would expect the same to happen for IVAS development. As explained in [2], one of the principles of the Public Collaboration is to have a more open process about collaboration among proponents. 
However, the source wonders if SA4’s endorsement of IVAS codec Public Collaboration indicates any change in the working procedure of SA4 concerning the development, qualification, selection and characterization of 3GPP standard audio codec. More particularly, does it mean that SA4 is deferring some of its powers, including but not limited to developing consensus on the technical content, to a group outside the 3GPP process?
Non-Contributor role (Observer level)
In [1], three “levels” of participation in the Public Collaboration were mentioned:
· Contributor
· 3GPP member (non-Contributor)
· General Public
In the table1 below, the source summarizes their understanding of some of the roles associated with these three levels:
	
	Contributor
	3GPP member
	General Public

	Contribute technology and code 
	Yes
	No
	No

	Participate in the PC meeting
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Have access to test results from Contributors
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Access to meeting report
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


Table 1: Understanding the roles of the various levels from [1]
Based on this document, 3GPP members that are not Contributors could still have access to some level of information and participate in the development discussion (test results review, ask for clarification during meeting for example).
However, in [2] only two levels of collaboration are now mentioned: Contributor and Observer (the term General Public appears twice in this contribution without definition). It is not clear what this new level of Observer encompasses. 
· Is the Observer level replacing the 3GPP member and/or General Public defined in [1]? 
· Are all 3GPP members who are not 'Contributors' automatically 'Observers', or is there a distinction between 3GPP members who are Observers, and other 3GPP members?
On the role, Clause II.2 seems to indicate that Observer can have some level of participation in the Public Collaboration, but it is never defined in the rest of the document (e.g. clause II.5 about the meetings). Furthermore, only access to meeting notes is mentioned as role of the Observer. Table 2 summarizes the source understanding of the roles based on the latest draft ToR [2]. 
	
	Contributor
	Observer

	Contribute technology and code 
	Yes
	No

	Participate in the PC meeting
	Yes
	No

	Have access to test results from Contributors
	Yes
	No

	Access to meeting report
	Yes
	Yes


Table 2: Understanding the role of the Contributor and Observer level from [2]
These uncertainties on the Observer level raise the question of the meaning of SA4’s endorsement if 3GPP SA4 members who are not Contributors, are considered the same as General Public (non 3GPP members)?
Extension to EVS
In clause III.2 of [2], a baseline codec is mentioned as a starting point of the Public Collaboration’s work. The IVAS work item clearly mentioned that the IVAS_Codec (EVS Codec Extension for Immersive Voice and Audio Services) should be an extension of the EVS codec. The assumption of the source is that this baseline is built around EVS, but it will be more precise to have this explicitly written. Is it the intent that the baseline codec be approved at SA4 level?
Testing aspects
Clause III.3.g of [2] mentioned that a technology will be accepted based on information and results submitted by a Contributor and cross-checked by another member of the Public Collaboration. The testing used for validation will be decided by the Contributor. Usually in SA4 the decision to go forward with a technology is based on results that followed a test plan and criteria discussed and agreed at the SA4 level. The source wonders how this new proposal will affect the oversight of SA4. 
Furthermore, the source is concerned that not following the traditional SA4 process could lead to the duplication of toolboxes and code for the same functionality. As a device manufacturer and implementer of technology, code efficiency and footprint are very important for mobile devices.
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