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Introduction

What is Access Independence ?

SA have agreed to a SA2 work item on Commonality and Interoperability between IMSs. Yet the TR relating to this work item is named Access Independence.

It should be noted that there is no actual agreed definition of what Access Independence within 3GPP.

An examination of 22.228 reveals the following information on access to IMS services.

-
Access independence shall be supported.  It is desirable that an operator should be able to offer services to their subscribers regardless of how they obtain an IP connection (e.g. GPRS, fixed lines, LAN).

Unfortunately it is not defined what is within the scope of 3GPP. But the SA2 WID on Commonality and Interoperability between IMSs is clear on its objectives.

“To improve the commonality between the IMS systems used by 3GPP, 3GPP2 and that needed for W-LAN.”

At the recent SA1 IMS SWG meeting, at least three definition for access independence were expressed in the meeting. 

Until an agreed definition for Access Independence is agreed in SA1 or even SA, it is unwise to use this terminology at all in SA2.

Conclusions

It is clear that access independence has not been clearly defined, 

There is no stage 1 approved WID on access independence, but in fact more of a 

desire to have such functionality. 

It is proposed that the TR is renamed to be more in line with the WID.

‘Commonality between the IMS systems used by 3GPP, 3GPP2 and that needed for W-LAN
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