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TSG SA WG2 would like to inform TSG RAN2 and TSG RAN3 on the working assumption agreed within the SA2 group with regards to IP Compression.

In GPRS the compression mechanism (SNDCP – GSM 04.65) resides in the SGSN with the peer entity located in the UE. Note that the SNDCP layer resides on top of the LLC (GSM 04.64).

However for UMTS, according to the decision made in the meeting, an extraction of the current 2G SNDCP protocol is agreed which incorporates mechanisms for header compression and XID negotiation. Since the acknowledgement layer and reliable link control is now fully located in the RNC (RLC) it is thus decided that the logical position for the Compression Entity is the RNC. Therefore the Compression entity in the 3G-SGSN is not needed. Figure 1 below illustrates this architecture.


Figure 1. Location of the IP header compression mechanism.

In conclusion, TSG SA2 would like to ask TSG RAN2 and TSG RAN3 to consider the above architecture when defining the specifications for the RNC.
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