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To  3GPP S3

From: 3GPP S2

Cc: 3GPP SA

Object: Liaison to S3 on mechanism to support handling of SIM/USIM in dual mode terminal (i.e. supporting GSM/UMTS)

Following the decision to allow or not inter-systems hand-over depending on the capability of the Identity module in a dual mode terminal at last 3GPP SA, S2 is looking for guidance from S3 on the following points.

· As a first consequence, it is assumed that it is not required that authentication shall take place when entering the new system before resuming the user flows. One morer efficient possibility could consist in using the following mechanism: A new signalling mechanism is required to inform the Location Registers (i.e. HLR and/or VLR) of the capacity of the identity module that the LRs are, then, required to store this information. Is such a proposal in line with the S3 views.

· Can S3 confirm that the impact of a GSM only SIM in a dual mode terminal implies that UMTS radio infrastructure has to provide also GSM security mechanism (e.g. ciphering algorithm)

· Can S3 confirm that the impact of a USIM only in dual mode equipment in GSM imply that GSM radio infrastructure is modified in order to provide the full UMTS security feature (i.e. at least the ciphering algorithms).

