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9 Subscription

The following figure provides a hierarchical model of relationship between subscribers, subscriptions and services availability in a mobile communication environment.
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Figure 3: Subscriber, subscription and services relationship

A subscriber may have one or more subscriptions with one or more network operators. In release 2000, only one subscription can be active at any time. Each subscription shall identify the set of services, within particular domains, to which the subsciber has access (see figure 3); each subscrption may specify a different set of services. These services may be provided by the CS CN Domain and/or a PS CN Domain and an IP multimedia subsystem (as an extension to the PS CN Domain). Subscriptions relate to services such as Basic Services (e.g. Teleservices, Bearer services), GPRS services and IM-Services (IP-based multimedia services). In particular, the GPRS service profile and information on the allowed QoS parameter ranges shall be contained in the PS subscription.
NOTE:
Within Release 2000, access to the IM domain requires IP connectivity provided, for example, through a subscription to the PS CN domain.
In general it is a requirement to allow the use of independent services simultaneously (i.e. Basic, GPRS, IP multimedia and operator specific).  It is required to have the flexibility to route calls (e.g. from PSTN using IP multimedia services or CS services) dynamically based on e.g. congestion, etc.  
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