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High level requirements

Support for IP multimedia sessions shall be provided in a flexible manner to allow operators to differentiate their services in the market place as well customise them to meet specific user needs.  This shall be provided by the use of service capabilities in both networks and terminals, for the creation and support of IP multimedia applications. 

The following high level requirements shall be supported for IP multimedia applications:-

-
Negotiable QoS for IP multimedia sessions both at the time of a session establishment as well as during the session by the operator and the user  

-
Negotiable QoS for individual media components in an IP multimedia session both at the time of establishing a media component as well as when the media component is active by the operator and the user 

-
End to end QoS for voice at least as good as that achieved by the circuit-switched (e.g. AMR codec based) wireless systems shall be enabled

-
Support of roaming, negotiation between operators for QoS and for Service Capabilities is required. Such negotiation should be automated rather than manual, e.g., when another operator adds new service capabilities.

-
Possibility for a network operator to implement IP Policy Control for IP multimedia applications.

-
IP multimedia sessions shall be able to support a variety of different media types. A set of media types shall be identified to ensure interoperability (e.g. default codec selection and header compression).  

-
Within each IP multimedia session, one or more IP multimedia applications shall be supported. It shall be possible to support multiple IP multimedia applications to efficiently provide a coherent and consistent IP multimedia service experience.  Such support involves knowing which applications are to be invoked per subscriber, understanding the appropriate order of the set of applications, and resolving interactions during the session.
-
The possibility for IP multimedia applications to be provided without a reduction in privacy, security, or authentication compared to corresponding GPRS and circuit switched services.

-
Roaming shall be supported enabling users to access IP multimedia services provisioned by the:- 

-
Home Environment

-
Serving Network

-
The principle of access independence shall be supported.  It is desirable that an operator should be able to offer services to their subscribers regardless of how they obtain an IP connection (e.g. GPRS, fixed lines, LAN).

Note: 
Access independence principle can only be ensured by 3GPP for the access technologies 3GPP has defined or has defined specific interworking.

-
It shall be possible to support session-related internet applications that have been developed outside the 3GPP community.

-
It shall be possible to limit the view of an operator’s network topology to authorised entities.

-
It shall be possible to support the multiple UEs associated with a single IMS service subscription. It shall be possible to share one Public User Identity between multiple UEs. It shall also be possible to identify the individual UEs with separate Public User Identities. IMS shall be able to route sessions towards the identified UE(s), e.g. based on UE capability, User preference and/or Network preferences.
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