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Changed Situation
a) In December 2020, 3GPP agreed a modified R17 timeline and expressed a commitment to keep to that new timeline.
b) Since December, the vaccine rollout, and virus and virus-variant situation, has not developed in the manner that we would have hoped for.
c) We now hear that the face to face Working Group meetings for Q4 2020 are being replaced by electronic meetings.

d) We all know that our working group meetings involve very large groups of people, working close together – especially in those offline gatherings that build technical understanding, trust and good solutions. 

e) While there is no certainty, there is now a very significant risk that electronic meetings will have to continue to June 2022.

f) One estimate is that our e-meetings are 70% as efficient as our F2F meetings. Converting Q4 2021 and Q1 and Q2 2022 working group meetings into emeetings would then result in the loss of about 1.5 meetings.
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What can we do in this meeting?

It is proposed that:

1) We avoid adding more to R17 than we already have.
2) When faced with (difficult) decisions between “A and B”, do NOT agree to do “both A and B”.
3) We ensure that items that were not concluded in the Study Item phase are not carried over into a Work Item unless there is good evidence to support how they can now be concluded easily.



