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1. Overall Description:

SA 2 are progressing on their work on the “option3/3a/3x architecture” to enable the EPC to connect to the Dual Connectivity E-UTRA-NR with E-UTRA as master. The WID for this work is in SP-170233 and it includes the objectives:

….

“- extend the maximum range of QoS values e.g. AMBR on S6a and, potentially, lower latency.” 

and

“- possible alignment of SA2 specifications with work in TSG RAN and RAN WGs for EPC-based Dual Connectivity”

SA2 understand that the New Radio requirements are documented in TS 22.261 and TR 38.913, and are summarised in the NR WID in RP-170847. The New Radio WID’s objectives state:

“The work item should specify the NR functionalities for enhanced mobile broadband (eMBB) and ultra-reliable low-latency-communication (URLLC) as defined in [TR38.913].”
and
“2.
Complete Stage-3 specifications on eMBB including support of low latency for E-UTRA-NR DC via EPC where the E-UTRA is the master until December 2017.”

SA2 also observe that there are distinct independent TSG RAN WIDs relating to lowering latency for E-UTRA, i.e. RP-161922 “Revised Work Item on shortened TTI and processing time for LTE”, and RP-170796 “New Work item on Ultra Reliable Low Latency Communication for LTE”. 
SA2 also notes that RP-170741 states “By March 2018: intermediate implementable version with frozen ASN.1 for Non-Standalone 5G NR eMBB accordingly:

· Only applies to NSA deployment scenario Options 3
· Concept of intermediate implementable version with frozen ASN.1 shall not be defined to any other Rel-15 feature”
No consensus was reached in SA2 whether new QCIs are needed to support URLLC; or that system wide QoS aspects should be investigated for eMBB use cases such as Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality, and, possibly for faster MBB. 
In order to provide timely SA and CT Release 15 EPC specifications, SA 2 would appreciate co-ordinated guidance from TSG RAN and (as the responsible TSG for SA1’s TS 22.261) TSG SA as to which lower latency features are to be considered in the intermediate Release 15 (March 2018 ASN.1) and which are to be considered for the full Release 15.
2. Actions:

To TSG RAN and TSG SA: 
ACTION: SA2 politely request co-ordinated guidance from TSG RAN and TSG SA as to which lower latency features are to be considered in the intermediate Release 15 (March 2018 ASN.1) and which are to be considered for the full Release 15 for EPC.
3. Dates of Next TSG SA 2 Meetings:

SA2 #122 
26-30 June 2017
San Jose del Cabo
MX

SA2 #122-bis
21-25 Aug 2017

Sophia Antipolis

FR

SA2 #123
23-27 Oct 2017

Ljubljana

SL

