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Abstract: This discussion paper informs SA#75 that ETSI ISG MEC already has a mature API  Framework for its own RESTful APIs including Northbound APIs. This resulted from MECs own investigation into industry best practice from a developers point of view. 

Whichever 3GPP Working Group is given responsibility for developing 3GPPs API Framework for Northbound APIs the author of this document believes that the ETSI MEC work will be of value to 3GPP and should form part of any approved new Work Item in this area.
1. Background

3GPP is currently discussing which of its Working Groups should be given the responsibility to develop an API Framework that other 3GPP Working Groups can call on and align with when they come to develop Northbound APIs of their own, within their own Terms of Reference.

ETSI ISG MEC in its Phase 1 (ending March 2017) has developed its own RESTful API Framework in ETSI GS MEC 009, which has been in Stable Draft status since November 2016 and is targeted for TB Approval on 21st April 2017. It is currently in version 0.7.1 but the November 2016 version (0.5.0) is freely available from the Open page of the ETSI MEC area on the ETSI Portal;

https://docbox.etsi.org/ISG/MEC/Open/
The authors of the present document believe that whichever 3GPP WG is given the task of developing 3GPP’s own API Framework for Northbound APIs GS MEC 009 will provide valuable source and/or reference material, as ISG MEC has already done their own investigation into industry best practices in this area and developed their GS with that in mind.

2. Proposal

It is recommended that any new Work Item which TSG-SA approves for development of the API Framework for Northbound APIs includes reference to the pre-existing work already done by ETSI ISG MEC in GS MEC 009.
