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Abstract of the contribution:
This contribution provides comments and proposals on the draft Terms of Reference for SA6.

Comments on Terms of Reference for SA6

It is important that the terms of reference for SA6 accord with the output from the Montreal workshop to allow SA6 to become a specialised group which can work on MCPTT and other mission critical applications (including video etc).  To allow specialist participation, the ToR must allow both full specification of the MCPTT application, and allow scope for expansion to other services (in particular data applications) in the future.  It is also important that any solution meets the needs of the breadth of the market – large systems and small systems, commercial carriers and privately owned systems, and is capable of providing the high levels of performance demanded by Mission Critical users.  

Furthermore, it is essential that the standardisation process is sufficiently efficient and flexible to produce standards based solutions quickly – otherwise there is a danger of competing proprietary systems fragmenting the market before the standards are complete, and making relevant  standards obsolete before they are released.  

To achieve the flexibility and efficiency of the standardisation process, it is essential that SA6 be given responsibility for end to end standards solutions, starting with use cases and running through the process to include the new stage 3 protocols for the application itself (existing EPS protocols would remain the responsibility of existing 3GPP groups)..  SA6 must also be able to work fully in cooperation with other 3GPP groups to jointly ensure maximum reuse of existing EPS reference points – and to identify any gaps which would lead to developments of the EPS by those existing working groups. 

Concerning the draft Terms of Reference SA140645, these should permit the above objectives and not limit the scope of the group to develop as required.  This leads to the following detailed proposals:

1. The bullet list following the 1st paragraph is unnecessary as its objectives are stated in the following paragraphs.  In any case, the list would need reworking to ensure that the objectives of end to end standardisation are met.  We therefore propose to simply delete the bullets.  Otherwise the bullet list will need to be completely reworked to add more clarity – and which may result in them being unnecessarily restrictive.
2. An essential part of the work will be to produce specifications which can be implemented over other IP bearers.  Whereas 3GPP responsibility is inherently 3GPP protocols, solutions which operate over other bearers should not be ignored, and so we propose to delete the phrase ‘...that utilise 3GPP based systems’ in the second paragraph.  Note: this proposed deletion does not in any way suggest expansion of scope to resource management on any other non 3GPP radio bearer.
3. It seems unnecessary to make the statement in the final paragraph that initially MCPTT will be the focus; future work items will be defined and agreed (or not) at the time that those work items are raised and debated.  Certainly the need for video was stated in the output of the Montreal workshop.  We therefore propose simplification to delete MCPTT so that the sentence is reduced to: ‘Initially mission critical communications will be the focus of the work’.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We will support Terms of Reference with changes as proposed above, allowing sufficient flexibility to achieve the aims listed in this contribution.  We will not support any changes which restrict the ToR for the group to prevent all of these aims.
