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15 December 2009

Liaison letter

To: 3GPP SA4
Edward Hall, Chair 3GPP SA4 SWG on MBS_Ext, edward.hall@vodafone.com
Kari Järvinen, Chair 3GPP SA4, kari.ju.jarvinen@nokia.com
cc. Paolino Usai, Secretary 3GPP SA4, paolo.usai@etsi.org
cc. Stephen Hayes, Chair 3GPP TSG SA, stephen.hayes@ericsson.com
cc. Maurice Pope, Secretary 3GPP TSG SA, maurice.pope@etsi.org
Open IPTV Forum contacts: 

Paul Szucs, Solution Working Group chair, paul.szucs@eu.sony.com
Nilo Mitra, Architecture Working Group chair, nilo.mitra@ericsson.com
Juergen Heiles, Liaison Officer, liaisons@oipf.tv
Dear Mr. Hall,

Following on from our liaison letter of 24 November to 3GPP SA4, the Solution WG of the Open IPTV Forum would like to take the chance to inform the SWG on MBS_Ext about progress made on the topic of HTTP adaptive streaming at our meeting in Seoul, which concluded on 10 December, and to pose additional technical questions for the purpose of aligning our work in the short term. We understand that the SWG on MBS_Ext is convening this week.

For your convenience, these are the technical questions we posed in the original letter:

· We have made a working assumption that there will be a manifest file separate from the content files. Is this in line with 3GPP’s thinking?

· For our purpose the manifest should be able to refer to both MP4 file format and MPEG-2 TS format content. Can the 3GPP’s work accommodate such a requirement?

· Do you have a clear indication of the preferred format of the manifest, i.e. XML or MP4 base file format?

· What level of information about the content should be stored in the manifest? E.g. codecs, video resolution, bitrates, etc.?

At our meeting last week we re-considered the overall approach to the definition of the content format for adaptive streaming over HTTP. We shall evaluate both the generic approach of a common manifest format referring to a content asset stored in MP4 file format, MPEG-2 transport stream, or potentially any other systems layer format, and specific approaches that address either MP4 file format or MPEG-2 transport stream.

We considered the following criteria to be applicable for the investigation and further development of the formats:

· Impact of content protection
· Impact on existing head-end equipment, networks, CDNs

· Impact on the ability to support trick-play

· Impact on the ability to support live streaming

· Impact on the ability to perform ad-insertion, pre-roll

If at all possible, we would very much appreciate the SWG’s views on our approach and any insight you may already be able to share in regard to the above questions out of your meeting this week.

For your information, the AV Codecs Task Force of the OIPF IPTV Solution WG will convene on a conference call on 12 January, and face-to-face during the OIPF WG interim meeting in Stockholm on 20-22 January.

We look forward to your response and to a continued fruitful collaboration between 3GPP and OIPF towards our common interests and goals.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Szucs

Nilo Mitra

Jürgen Heiles
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