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1. Introduction

At SA#34, Document SP-060700 was presented which raised the question of whether WIDs or SIDs were really release independent and how to incorporate additional functionality introduced after the work associated with a release was done.   It was agreed to discuss this via e-mail.  

2. Discussion

WIDs and SIDs are release dependent.  This release dependency is not captured in the WIDs (or SIDs) themselves because we want to avoid the WGs worrying about what release work should be done in.  We ask them to simply supply completion dates.  This avoids pointless release discussions in the WGs.  However the role of SA (as part of release planning) is to assign the WID or SID to a release.  The normal assumption is that the work is part of the next release, but there are exceptions. 

Within a given WID, there may be work that cannot be completed in the targeted release.  At a previous TSG, this was discussed and it was decided that in such a case, a new WID (or SID) was required to cover the remaining work.  One reason for this was that there was often insufficient interest to pursue the remaining work, or companies might want time to see how the first phase of the work works out before extending work.  

Finally, SIDs should not be viewed as a stage 0 of a set of specifications.  Nor does the SID need to be in the same release as the stage 1, 2, and 3.  A SID is a standalone study.  In many cases it will never be implemented.  In other cases, the resulting changes may be phased over several releases.

3. Conclusions

1. No changes are needed to the working procedures or WID/SID description sheets to address this issue.

2. If there is work in a WID or SID that cannot be accomplished in Rel x, then that work does not automatically transfer to Rel x+1.  A separate WID or SID must be approved to cover the new work unless it is small enough to be handled as TEIx+1.

4. Actions

TSG-SA is asked to endorse these conclusions.

Other TSGs are asked to use this guidance in their handling of work which overflows a release, so we have consistent handling across the TSGs.
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