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	Reason for change:
(
	It has been agreed previously to concatenate NAS messages with RRC messages in DL for the bearer establishement/modification/release procedure. 

However the way it is captured in TS 36.300 is a bit inaccurate for the following 2 reasons: 

1) it should be made clear that the concatenation in the case of DL dependant procedures happens when the NAS triggers one of these dependant procedures, in which case the corresponding NAS message can only be carried by an RRC message performing the same procedure at the AS level.   (In other words, there may be cases of idle->active transitions where the AS establishes radio bearer for already existing EPS bearers)

2) the current wording used reads “should always be concatenated”. The “should always” statement has not an official meaning. 

Additionally, the support of AS/NAS concatenation in UL does not reflect the agreement correctly. 

	
	

	Summary of change:
(
	1) More clearly specify the case when concatenation is expected, as explained above

2) Use the wording “shall be concatenated” instead of “should be concatenated”
Note that the corresponding modification in TS 36.331 is proposed in R2-084749. 
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	The description of the concatenation of DL NAS messages with RRC messages for the bearer establishement/modification procedure would be ambiguous.  
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7.3
Transport of NAS messages

In E-UTRAN, NAS messages are either concatenated with RRC messages or carried in RRC without concatenation. In DL, the concatenation is applied in the case the NAS initiates a bearer establishment procedure: the corresponding NAS message shall be concatenated with the RRC counterpart. Modification/release procedures are also cases where concatenation may be used.. Concatenation of DL NAS with RRC message is not allowed otherwise In uplink concatenation of NAS messages with RRC message is used only for transferring the initial NAS message during connection setup. Initial Direct Transfer is not used in E-UTRAN and no NAS message is concatenated with RRC connection request.
NOTE:
NAS messages are integrity protected and ciphered by PDCP, in addition to the integrity protection and ciphering performed by NAS.




