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1.
Introduction
Following is copied from 36.321 on MAC PDU for RAR.
	6.1.5
MAC PDU (Random Access Response)

A MAC PDU consists of a MAC header and one or more MAC Random Access Responses (MAC RAR) as described in figure 6.1.5-4.

The MAC header is of variable size.

A MAC PDU header consists of one or more MAC PDU sub-headers; each subheader corresponding to a MAC RAR except for the Backoff Indicator sub-header. 

A MAC PDU subheader consists of the three header fields E/T/RAPID (as described in figure 6.1.5-1) but for the Backoff Indicator subheader which consists of the five header field E/T/R/R/BI (as described in figure 6.1.5-2).

A MAC RAR consists of the three fields TA/UL Grant/Temporary C-RNTI (as described in figure 6.1.5-3)
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Figure 6.1.5-1: E/T/RAPID MAC sub-header
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Figure 6.1.5-2: E/T/R/R/BI MAC sub-header
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Figure 6.1.5-3: MAC RAR
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Figure 6.1.5-4: MAC PDU consisting of a MAC header and MAC RARs


2.
Discussion
The component of MAC PDU for RandomAccessResponse is Backoff Indicator field or RAR field and the related MAC subheaders. But due to limitation of TB size field over PDCCH, one-byte granularity of MAC PDU size is not achievable. Thus, in some occasion, MAC PDU can not be entirely filled with only MAC subheaders or MAC RAR/BI fields 
Thus, MAC PDU format should allow inclusion of padding field in addition to the previous three fields. In fact, considering that MAC PDU format for unicast traffic supports inclusion of MAC Padding, it is a little bit strange that padding is not considered in the MAC RAR.
One simple solution is to use the same approach used in the MAC PDU for unicast traffic. But this is not possible, because T field is only 1 bit long and there is no more left code point to indicate padding. Thus “LCID’ field like approach seems not possible. 

Rather, because “R” field is not used for any use in the MAC subheader for Backoff Indicator, we can use this field for padding. i.e., one possible solution is to use “R” field in the Backoff indicator to indicate whether there is padding in the MAC PDU or not. We can rename one of the “R” field as “P” field.
To indicate padding in MAC PDU for RAR, MAC subheader for Backoff Indicator is included. And, when there is padding byte(s) in the MAC PDU, P field is set. In this case, the Backoff indicator subheader is the last element of MAC header.
3 possible cases are shown below:
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Fig. 1 No padding
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Fig. 2 No padding
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Fig. 3 Padding is included
3.
Conclusion
It is proposed to reassign one of “R” field in the MAC subheader for BI to indicate padding. Draft CR is in [1].
4.
Reference
[1] R2-084171, Proposed CR to 36.321 Correction to MAC RAR, LG Electronics Inc.
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