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1.
Introduction
The sections related to MAC reset and reconfiguration are currently empty in 36.321. This document presents reasoning around the functionality and principles of these procedures. The details are included in a separate CR [1].
2.
Discussion and proposal
The MAC Reset procedure is performed at handover, cell-reselection, RRC connection re-establishment and upon moving from RRC connected to RRC idle. 

In order to restrict the complexity it is proposed that the same MAC reset functionality is specified for all mentioned cases. It is possible that actions related to specific timers or counters can be optimized if the cause for the reset is considered but that is not deemed to give sufficient benefit to be motivated, especially since MAC resets should not be frequent.
Proposal 1: A single MAC reset behaviour is specified independent of the trigger for the reset.
At handover it is possible to keep the existing configurations for e.g. DRX, Semi persistent scheduling, buffer status reporting and random access parameters. The target eNB will receive information from the source about the current configuration, it re-configures the parameters it wants to modify and do not include the remaining parameters. However, the current “state” of the procedures such as if the DRX in-activity timer is running or the current value of the preamble transmission counter will not be known in the target eNB. Thus it is proposed to initialize timers and counters to known values at the reset.
Proposal 2: As a general rule the MAC configuration is kept at reset but timers and counters are initialized to known values.

The main use of  the MAC re-configuration procedure is to modify one or more MAC parameters by RRC. In its simplest form the new MAC parameter value (configuration) is simply taken into use as soon as possible after the RRC re-configuration message has been decoded. However, in some cases care must be taken when the new value is taken into use.  Thus we propose as a general principle:
Proposal 3: At MAC re-configuration the new parameter value is taken into use immediately unless there is an identified need for a particular modified parameter value to be taken into use at a later time (e.g. the next time a procedure is initiated).
3.
Conclusion
It is proposed to introduce functionality for MAC reset and MAC reconfiguration according to the principles in section 2. A detailed CR in line with these principles is provided in [1].
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