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TSG GERAN has reviewed your LS on version handling, and the proposal to introduce a conformance specification version.

GERAN2 is currently discussing the details of version handling with CN1, but basically the Release marker indicates the capability of the mobile station to support the mandatory protocol features that have been defined in one or multiple releases of the specification.

GERAN does not see any advantages of introducing a conformance specification version (CSV) for the following reasons:

· A MS (UE) shall be designed to meet the core specification, not the test specification.

· The test specification only covers a subset of the core specification. Including a CSV makes it unclear for networks (operators and infrastructure manufacturers) how to handle features and functionality not (yet) covered by the test specification.

· The test specification typically is completed at the earliest 6 months after the core specification. Significantly longer periods are common.

· The test specification, and this is based on extensive experience in GSM, has very limited value until the tests are implemented.

· The test specification, again based on extensive experience, has limited value unless implemented on commonly accepted, validated, and commercially available test equipment.

