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RAN WG1 would like to inform RAN WG2 that RAN WG1 has considered the ACK/NACK power levels which would be required in order to achieve the following error rates for the uplink signalling in HSDPA:

ACK->NACK error rate < 10-2
NACK->ACK error rate < 10-4

DTX->ACK error rate <10-2 

(so that Probability(HI missed) x Probability(DTX‑>ACK) = Probability(NACK->ACK))

The two issues were addressed, as outlined below.

1. ACK/NACK Power Setting 

RAN WG1 has discussed the simulation results presented in [1] showing that power level required to meet these target error rates is significantly greater than for a Release 99 uplink DPCCH, with more power being needed in soft handover. 

Under the simulation conditions adopted, and assuming that the ACK/NACK power is set at a fixed offset relative to the uplink DPCCH, then the ACK/NACK power would need to be about 10dB higher than the DPCCH to ensure the performance requirements can be met over a range of UE speeds from 3 to 120km/h.  

RAN WG1 concluded that, in order to allow optimisation of system performance in both uplink and downlink, it would be useful for the network to be able to adjust the ACK/NACK power level relative to the uplink DPCCH. Therefore RAN WG1 has accepted the text proposal in [2](attached) and would like to ask RAN WG2 to include RRC signalling to support this feature.

2. Reduction of ACK/NACK Power

RAN WG1 has also discussed the proposals in [3] for reducing the power needed for ACK/NACK.  In summary:

I. The UE would transmit a REVERT command if it receives a transmission of a new packet (detected by the sequence number) when it was expecting a retransmission of the previous packet after transmitting a NACK. The Node B can then retransmit the previous packet so that packet loss is avoided. This kind of feature has also been previously discussed elsewhere e.g. [4], [5].   

II. The UE would transmit a NACK in every ACK/NACK field when a packet is not detected for a certain period of time after a packet has been received. After this time, the UE would use DTX in the ACK/NACK fields when a packet is not detected. The value of the timer could be signalled to the physical layer by higher layers. 

The simulation results given in [3] suggest that, when these measures are used together, the ACK/NACK power requirement would be reduced.

RAN WG1 could not conclude on whether to adopt these proposed features, but did not foresee any problems with their implementation from a physical layer perspective. RAN WG1 is still expecting to study the uplink interference aspects of these proposals.

RAN WG1 thanks RAN WG2 for their attention to these matters.
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