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Introduction
In RAN#94-e meeting, the following objectives for positioning were reached to be studied or worked on in Rel-18 [1]. 
	· Study solutions for sidelink positioning considering the following: [RAN1, RAN2] 
· Scenario/requirements 
· Coverage scenarios to cover: in-coverage, partial-coverage and out-of-coverage
· Requirements: Based on requirements identified in TR38.845 and TS22.261 and TS22.104
· Use cases: V2X (TR38.845), public safety (TR38.845), commercial (TS22.261), IIOT (TS22.104)
· Spectrum: ITS, licensed
· Identify specific target performance requirements to be considered for the evaluation based on existing 3GPP work and inputs from industry forums [RAN1]
· Define evaluation methodology with which to evaluate SL positioning for the uses cases and coverage scenarios, reusing existing methodologies from sidelink communication and from positioning as much as possible [RAN1]. 
· Study and evaluate performance and feasibility of potential solutions for SL positioning, considering relative positioning, ranging and absolute positioning: [RAN1, RAN2]
· Evaluate bandwidth requirement needed to meet the identified accuracy requirements [RAN1]
· Study of positioning methods (e.g. TDOA, RTT, AOA/D, etc) including combination of SL positioning measurements with other RAT dependent positioning measurements (e.g. Uu based measurements) [RAN1]
· Study of sidelink reference signals for positioning purposes from physical layer perspective, including signal design, resource allocation, measurements, associated procedures, etc, reusing existing reference signals, procedures, etc from sidelink communication and from positioning as much as possible [RAN1]
· Study of positioning architecture and signalling procedures (e.g. configuration, measurement reporting, etc) to enable sidelink positioning covering both UE based and network based positioning [RAN2, including coordination and alignment with RAN3 and SA2 as required]
Note: When the bandwidth requirements have been determined and the study of sidelink communication in unlicensed spectrum has progressed, it can be reviewed whether unlicensed spectrum can be considered in further work. Checkpoint at RAN#97 to see if sufficient information is available for this review.

· Improved accuracy, integrity, and power efficiency:
· Study solutions for Integrity for RAT dependent positioning techniques [RAN2, RAN1]:
· Identify the error sources, [RAN1, RAN2].
· Study methodologies, procedures, signalling, etc for determination of positioning integrity for both UE-based and UE-assisted positioning [RAN2]
· Focus on reuse of concepts and principles being developed for RAT-Independent GNSS positioning integrity, where possible.
· Study solutions for accuracy improvement based on PRS/SRS bandwidth aggregation for intra-band carriers considering e.g. timing errors, phase coherency, frequency errors, power imbalance, etc [RAN4]:
· Study solutions for accuracy improvement based on NR carrier phase measurements [RAN1, RAN4]
· Reference signals, physical layer measurements, physical layer procedures to enable positioning based on NR carrier phase measurements for both UE-based and UE-assisted positioning [RAN1]
· Focus on reuse of existing PRS and SRS, with new reference signals only considered if found necessary
· Study the requirements on LPHAP as developed by SA1 and evaluate whether existing RAN functionality can support these power consumption and positioning requirements. Based on the evaluation, and, if found beneficial, study potential enhancements to help address any limitations [RAN2, RAN1]
· Study is limited to a single representative use case (use case 6 as defined TS 22.104). The choice of selected use case can be reviewed at the start of the study.
· Study is limited to enhancements to RRC_INACTIVE and/or RRC_IDLE state

· Positioning support for RedCap UEs, considering the following:
· Evaluate positioning performance of existing positioning procedures and measurements with RedCap UEs[RAN1]
· Based on the evaluation, assess the necessity of enhancements and, if needed, identify enhancements to help address limitations associated with for RedCap UEs [RAN1, RAN2]

 


 
This contribution discusses Rel-18 NR positioning enhancements specifically in positioning for low power high accuracy requirement.

Positioning in power saving mode
In NR, RRC has three modes: IDLE, INACTIVE, CONNECTED, reflecting the connection status of a UE to the serving gNB and core network. For different RRC modes, different wireless resources are associated with the UE. RRC_IDLE UE wakes up periodically with downlink synchronization to the network to receive paging messages. To reduce power consumption, the UE sleeps for the rest of the time without data transmission. RRC_ INACTIVE mode can be seen as a tradeoff between RRC_IDLE mode and RRC_CONNECTED mode, allowing UE to sleep in a similar way as RRC_IDLE mode, maintaining the RRC context between network and the UE, and transitioning from an RRC_ INACTIVE mode to an RRC_CONNECTED mode very quickly. Rel-17 supports RRC_INACTIVE positioning measurement without the need to switch to the RRC_CONNECTED mode to save signalling overhead and reduce latency.
In Rel-17, for the RRC_IDLE/RRC_INACTIVE mode, the paging early indication (PEI) can be set, which informs the user whether there is a paging message in the subsequent paging cycle. If PEI indicates no paging coming, the user can continue to sleep without waking up. When the user is indicated to detect the paging opportunity and the paging is not detected, the user enters a sleep state. While at this time, the network configures the user to perform positioning measurement or SRS transmission. The user has to wake up from the sleep state, synchronize for uplink and downlink, and then perform positioning measurement or SRS transmission.  The procedure at the UE side can be: waking up --- position measurement --- sleeping --- waking up --- paging detection --- sleeping，which results in additional synchronization and additional power consumption. According to the power analysis of the terminal manufacturer, the synchronization after deep sleep brings greater power consumption.
As shown in Figure 1, the user performs paging detection in each paging cycle, synchronizes with the serving gNB before paging detection. And when positioning, if the user is out of synchronization, it needs to perform synchronous detection again.

 	Figure 1 Positioning in power saving mode

Proposal 1: 
· The procedure of low power positioning should consider the impact of Paging Early Indication for a UE in RRC_IDLE/RRC_INACTIVE mode.
UL Positioning for low power and high accuracy
When the user is in a RRC_IDLE state, the user will be out of uplink synchronization. In order to be synchronized with the uplink, the user will send a PRACH signal, which is used to by the serving and neighbour gNBs to achieve the uplink synchronization. In order to reduce power consumption and latency, the preamble sequence can also be used as the UL positioning reference signal. The positioning accuracy with PRACH signal is determined by the following factors:
· TA granularity
· PRACH SCS and length 
· DL synchronization accuracy
In NR, TA granularity is related with SCS of Msg3 and smaller TA granularity results in higher positioning accuracy as shown in Table 1.
		Table 1: TA granularity impact on positioning error
	SCS
	TA granularity
	Positioning error

	15k Hz
	0.52us
	78m

	30k Hz
	0.26us
	39m

	60k Hz
	0.13us
	19m

	120k Hz
	0.07us
	10m


The SCS and length of PRACH also determine the accuracy of the UL timing estimation. If PRACH SCS =1.25KHz and length =839, the preamble sample spacing in the time domain is 0.95 us, so the positioning error can be 300m.
PRACH SCS= 1.25k Hz

PRACH length =839，
sample spacing =0.95 us, 
timing error =300m


              
Figure 2 Illustration of timing accuracy with PRACH
Another factor affecting the positioning accuracy with PRACH is the accuracy of DL synchronization. As shown in the Figure 3，TA is the UL timing adjustment based on downlink timing. Larger error in downlink synchronization will induce large error in uplink timing.
 [image: ]
Figure 3 UL timing to DL timing
The normal DL synchronization algorithm is sliding and correlation, as shown in Figure 4. A window as shown with the curves in different colours is sliding along the time axis. When the sliding window goes to a new point, the received signal in the window is correlated to the local sequence. The point with the highest correlation result is the synchronized point. The accuracy of synchronization depends on the sample spacing. For higher positioning accuracy with PRACH, advanced DL synchronization method should be supported by UEs.
Received signal
Sliding window with Local sequence

Figure 4 Illustration of sliding and correlation algorithm


Proposal 2: 
· For power saving and latency reduction for RRC_IDLE/INACTIVE UEs, positioning with PRACH preamble should be studied from the perspectives of TA granularity, PRACH SCS and length and DL synchronization accuracy.

As discussed in detail in the peer contribution [2], transmission of SRS is power consumption, but for the UL positioning, the position estimation is implemented by the serving gNB. For the lower accuracy estimation method, e.g. ECID, DL positioning is more power saving than UL positioning. For the higher accuracy position estimation, advanced algorithm is used, which is power consumption as discussed in Rel-17, and the power consumption of SRS transmission and higher accuracy DL positioning should be evaluated. 

Proposal 3: 
· The power consumption of SRS transmission and higher accuracy DL positioning should be evaluated.

Conclusion
In this contribution, we discussed low power and high accuracy positioning, especially for UEs in RRC_IDLE/ RRC_INACTVE mode, and our proposals are summarized below: 

Proposal 1: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The procedure of low power positioning should consider the impact of Paging Early Indication for UE in RRC_IDLE/RRC_INACTIVE mode

Proposal 2: 
· For power saving and latency reduction for RRC_IDLE/INACTIVE UEs, positioning with PRACH preamble should be studied from the perspectives of TA granularity, PRACH SCS and length and DL synchronization accuracy.

Proposal 3: 
· The power consumption of SRS transmission and higher accuracy DL positioning should be evaluated.
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