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1. Overall Description:

In the RAN4 core specification 3GPP TS 36.101 there is no information regarding the scheduling of retransmissions for downlink performance requirements. This situation was also inherited in the RAN5 test specification 3GPP TS 36.521-1. When trying to implement these tests the following points are open for different interpretations:
1. Number of HARQ processes which are active and used in test 

2. Scheduling of retransmissions in the resources of Reference Measurement Channels

RAN5 thinks that both above factors can affect artificially the test-outcome, if implemented differently. 
Regarding point 1, RAN5 has the common understanding that all HARQ processes available have to be used (R5-095777). This is formally added as a clarification in the common test parameters in clauses 8.2.1, 8.2.2 and 8.3.2 of 36.521-1 (R5-096278). 
Regarding point 2, different opinions are present. One interpretation is that the retransmissions can only be scheduled on the RMC-resources with the same TBS, in order to maintain the target coding rate (R5-095777). This means that the resources formats given in RMC-s are always mandatory. On the other hand, another interpretation is that the RMC-formats are only mandatory for the initial transmissions. For the retransmission the target coding rate can slightly be changed, in order for the retransmitted TB to fit in the first available resources and have the shortest roundtrip time possible.
2. Actions:

TSG WG RAN5 kindly asks TSG WG RAN4 to clarify the ambiguity regarding point 2. Which of the following assumptions should be considered as true?
a) RMC-formats are always mandatory, for initial transmissions and retransmissions

or

b) RMC-formats are mandatory only for the initial transmissions. Retransmissions can be scheduled without respecting the TBS and Target Coding Rate given in RMC-s

RAN5 is inclined to prefer a), because we think that strict scheduling rules enforce unambiguous throughput results. 
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