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Introduction
RAN4 is making progress towards the specification of requirements for AAS as laid out in [1]. In order to facilitate future progress, it is important to focus on the highest priority tasks. This paper outlines an approach which will deliver specifications in the Release-12 timeframe but allow for the evolution of AAS requirements to accommodate future implementations.

Discussion
[1] clearly states that the objective of the AAS WI is the specification of BS core RF requirements. Perspectives on characterization of the core requirements depend to some degree on corresponding perspectives on the complexity of AAS systems. For instance, characterization of BS TX output power for an AAS base station equipped with an antenna array consisting of a large number of rows and columns clearly requires a different perspective than the characterization BS TX output power of a conventional base station with a single antenna connector. 

However, it can be easy to lose focus when considering possible system implementations compared to systems which require immediate focus. As an example, large antenna arrays may enable features which are not covered in Release-12 and earlier specifications and may in fact not serve a useful purpose in the absence of these features.

Even though some uses for very large arrays are anticipated, it is difficult for RAN4 to accurately anticipate the embodiment of such features. Without a clear understanding of the equipment for which the specifications are intended, it is advisable to avoid attempts to write specifications for such equipment.

In terms of practical considerations, it is recommended that RAN4 focus on implementations which are subject to Release-12 specifications. Such implementations have limited array size and are intended mainly to provide coverage characteristics comparable to conventional base stations. Focus on such implementations provides a clear sense of the scope of the requirements and should help guide selection of topics that are most important to meet the Release-12 timeline.
Conclusions

A guideline for consideration of AAS implementations subject to Release-12 AAS specification has been provided. The guideline is to consider systems which have limited array size and provide coverage comparable to existing conventional base stations.
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