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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 is currently completing the stage 3 work for MBMS.

One issue was raised in RAN3#43 about the creation of the MBMS Service Context in those RNCs which do not belong to the indicated MBMS Service Area when the Session Start is received.

Two interpretations were discussed:

First interpretation

Based on the current SA2 TS saying (section 8.3 “MBMS Session Start procedure”, third bullet):

“The SGSN sends an MBMS Session Start Request message including the session attributes (TMGI, QoS, MBMS service Area, Session identifier, estimated session duration…) to each BSC and/or each RNC that is connected to this SGSN….”
Then:
“The BSC in Iu mode/RNC stores the session attributes in the MBMS Service Context, sets the state attribute of its MBMS Service Context to ‘Active’ and responds with an MBMS Session Start Response message”
It is understood that an SGSN sends the Session Start to all its RNCs and that all RNCs receiving the Session Start are supposed to store the session attributes. Therefore the storage applies also for those RNCs which do not belong to the indicated MBMS Service Area.
Second interpretation

Some companies in RAN3 felt uncomfortable to have to store this data in those RNCs which are not part of the MBMS Service Area because it may never be used afterwards if those RNCs are finally not taking part to the session. The concerns were in particular raised for the case of small MBMS Service Areas indicated in the Session Start. 

This lead to a second interpretation where those RNC would store the session attributes from a Session Start only if at least one UE linking exists. However, this assumes that in the case the first UE linking takes place in the middle of a session, a repeated Session Start has to be sent by the SGSN to the concerned RNC. 
The SGSN could infer the need to repeat the Session Start to that particular RNC based on the fact that no signalling connection exists for this MBMS Service towards that particular RNC meaning that the initial Session Start sent from the BM-SC had not been positively acknowledged by that particular RNC.   
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

Since the second interpretation introduces a Session Start repetition in the SGSN which seems to not exist currently in the SA2 TS, RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to guide RAN3 on which of these two interpretations should be followed. 

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN 3 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #45 

15 – 19 November 2004, Shin-Yokohama, Japan

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #46 

14 – 18 February 2005, Phoenix, USA











































