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The purpose of the Path Switch Request procedure is to establish a UE associated signalling connection to the 5GC and, if applicable, to request the switch of the downlink termination point of the NG-U transport bearer towards a new termination point. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
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Figure 8.4.4.2-1: Path switch request: successful operation
The NG-RAN node initiates the procedure by sending the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message to the AMF. Upon reception of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message the AMF shall, for each PDU session indicated in the PDU Session ID IE, transparently transfer the Path Switch Request Transfer IE to the SMF associated with the concerned PDU session.
When the NG-RAN node has received from the radio interfaceIf the RRC Resume Cause IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, the AMF shall, if supported, use it as described in TS 23.502 [10] for User Plane CIoT 5GS Optimisation when the NG-RAN node is an ng-eNB, it shall include it in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message.
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