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<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< START OF CHANGE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
23.21.3	Support of discontinuous coverage
As a satellite moves on a specified orbit, for example in case of a NGSO satellite, the satellite beam(s) coverage area may move and cover different portions of a geographical area due to the orbital movement of the satellite. As a consequence, a UE located in the concerned geographical area may experience a situation of discontinuous coverage, due to e.g. a sparse satellite constellation deployment.
To enable the UE, in RRC_IDLE, to save power during periods of no coverage, the network provides satellite assistance information (e.g. satellite ephemeris parameters, the start-time of upcoming satellite's coverage) to enable the UE to predict when coverage will be provided by upcoming satellites. Predicting out of coverage and in coverage is up to UE implementation. When out of coverage, the UE is not required to perform AS functions.
If the eNB detects the UE is about to be out of coverage, it may initiate a UE Context Release Request procedure towards the serving MME to remain the UE with no service.
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