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//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
3.2
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1], in TS 36.300 [2] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1] and TS 36.300 [2].

CAG Cell: a cell broadcasting at least one Closed Access Group identity.

CAG Member Cell: for a UE, a cell broadcasting the identity of the selected PLMN, registered PLMN or equivalent PLMN, and for that PLMN, a CAG identifier belonging to the Allowed CAG list of the UE for that PLMN.

CAG-only cell: a cell that is only available for normal service for CAG UEs.

Cell-Defining SSB: an SSB with an RMSI associated.

Child node: IAB-node-DU’s next hop neighbour node; the child node is also an IAB-node.

Conditional Handover (CHO): a handover procedure that is executed only when the configured execution condition(s) are met.

CORESET#0: the control resource set for at least SIB1 scheduling, can be configured either via MIB or via dedicated RRC signalling.

DAPS Handover: a handover procedure that maintains the source gNB connection after reception of RRC message for handover and until releasing the source cell after successful random access to the target gNB.

Downstream: Direction toward child node or UE in IAB-topology.

Early Data Forwarding: data forwarding that is initiated before the UE executes the handover.
gNB: node providing NR user plane and control plane protocol terminations towards the UE, and connected via the NG interface to the 5GC.
IAB-donor: gNB that provides network access to UEs via a network of backhaul and access links.

IAB-DU: gNB-DU functionality supported by the IAB-node to terminate the NR access interface to UEs and next-hop IAB-nodes, and to terminate the F1 protocol to the gNB-CU functionality, as defined in TS 38.401 [4], on the IAB-donor

IAB-MT: IAB-node function that terminates the Uu interface to the parent node using the procedures and behaviours specified for UEs unless stated otherwise. IAB-MT function used in 38series of 3GPP Specifications corresponds to IAB-UE function defined in TS 23.501 [3].
IAB-node: RAN node that supports NR access links to UEs and NR backhaul links to parent nodes and child nodes. The IAB-node does not support backhauling via LTE.
Immediate Handover: used in the context of Conditional Handover, to refer to a handover that is executed immediately after the UE receives the Handover Command.
Intra-system Handover: Handover that does not involve a CN change (EPC or 5GC).

Inter-system Handover: Handover that involves a CN change (EPC or 5GC). 
Late Data Forwarding: data forwarding that is initiated after the source NG-RAN node knows that the UE has successfully accessed a target NG-RAN node.
MSG1: preamble transmission of the random access procedure for 4-step random access (RA) type.

MSG3: first scheduled transmission of the random access procedure.

MSGA: preamble and payload transmissions of the random access procedure for 2-step RA type.

MSGB: response to MSGA in the 2-step random access procedure. MSGB may consist of response(s) for contention resolution, fallback indication(s), and backoff indication.
Multi-hop backhauling: Using a chain of NR backhaul links between an IAB-node and an IAB-donor-gNB.

ng-eNB: node providing E-UTRA user plane and control plane protocol terminations towards the UE, and connected via the NG interface to the 5GC.

NG-C: control plane interface between NG-RAN and 5GC.

NG-U: user plane interface between NG-RAN and 5GC.

NG-RAN node: either a gNB or an ng-eNB.

NR backhaul link: NR link used for backhauling between an IAB-node and an IAB-donor-gNB, and between IAB-nodes in case of a multi-hop backhauling.

NR sidelink communication: AS functionality enabling at least V2X communication as defined in TS 23.287 [40], between two or more nearby UEs, using NR technology but not traversing any network node.

Numerology: corresponds to one subcarrier spacing in the frequency domain. By scaling a reference subcarrier spacing by an integer N, different numerologies can be defined.

Parent node: IAB-node-MT’s next hop neighbour node; the parent node can be IAB-node or IAB-donor-DU

SNPN Access Mode: mode of operation whereby a UE only accesses SNPNs.

SNPN-only cell: a cell that is only available for normal service for SNPN subscribers.

Upstream: Direction toward parent node in IAB-topology.

V2X sidelink communication: AS functionality enabling V2X communication as defined in TS 23.285 [41], between nearby UEs, using E-UTRA technology but not traversing any network node.

Xn: network interface between NG-RAN nodes.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
9.2.3.2.1
C-Plane Handling

The intra-NR RAN handover performs the preparation and execution phase of the handover procedure performed without involvement of the 5GC, i.e. preparation messages are directly exchanged between the gNBs. The release of the resources at the source gNB during the handover completion phase is triggered by the target gNB. The figure below depicts the basic handover scenario where neither the AMF nor the UPF changes:
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Figure 9.2.3.2.1-1: Intra-AMF/UPF Handover

0.
The UE context within the source gNB contains information regarding roaming and access restrictions which were provided either at connection establishment or at the last TA update.

1.
The source gNB configures the UE measurement procedures and the UE reports according to the measurement configuration.

2.
The source gNB decides to handover the UE, based on MeasurementReport and RRM information.

3.
The source gNB issues a Handover Request message to the target gNB passing a transparent RRC container with necessary information to prepare the handover at the target side. The information includes at least the target cell ID, KgNB*, the C-RNTI of the UE in the source gNB, RRM-configuration including UE inactive time, basic AS-configuration including antenna Info and DL Carrier Frequency, the current QoS flow to DRB mapping rules applied to the UE, the SIB1 from source gNB, the UE capabilities for different RATs, PDU session related information, and can include the UE reported measurement information including beam-related information if available. The PDU session related information includes the slice information and QoS flow level QoS profile(s). The source gNB may also request a DAPS Handover for some DRBs.
NOTE:
After issuing a Handover Request, the source gNB should not reconfigure the UE, including performing Reflective QoS flow to DRB mapping.
4.
Admission Control may be performed by the target gNB. Slice-aware admission control shall be performed if the slice information is sent to the target gNB. If the PDU sessions are associated with non-supported slices the target gNB shall reject such PDU Sessions.

5.
The target gNB prepares the handover with L1/L2 and sends the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE to the source gNB, which includes a transparent container to be sent to the UE as an RRC message to perform the handover. The target gNB also indicates if a DAPS Handover is accepted.
NOTE:
As soon as the source gNB receives the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE, or as soon as the transmission of the handover command is initiated in the downlink, data forwarding may be initiated.
NOTE:
For DRBs configured with DAPS, downlink PDCP SDUs are forwarded with SN assigned by the source gNB, until SN assignment is handed over to the target gNB in step 8b, for which the normal data forwarding follows as defined in 9.2.3.2.3.
6.
The source gNB triggers the Uu handover by sending an RRCReconfiguration message to the UE, containing the information required to access the target cell: at least the target cell ID, the new C-RNTI, the target gNB security algorithm identifiers for the selected security algorithms. It can also include a set of dedicated RACH resources, the association between RACH resources and SSB(s), the association between RACH resources and UE-specific CSI-RS configuration(s), common RACH resources, and system information of the target cell, etc.
NOTE:
For DRBs configured with DAPS, the source gNB does not stop transmitting downlink packets until it receives the HANDOVER SUCCESS message from the target gNB in step 8a.
7a.
For DRBs configured with DAPS, the source gNB sends the EARLY STATUS TRANSFER message. The DL COUNT value conveyed in the EARLY STATUS TRANSFER message indicates PDCP SN and HFN of the first PDCP SDU that the source gNB forwards to the target gNB. The source gNB does not stop assigning SNs to downlink PDCP SDUs until it sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target gNB in step 8b.
7.
For DRBs not configured with DAPS, the source gNB sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target gNB to convey the uplink PDCP SN receiver status and the downlink PDCP SN transmitter status of DRBs for which PDCP status preservation applies (i.e. for RLC AM). The uplink PDCP SN receiver status includes at least the PDCP SN of the first missing UL PDCP SDU and may include a bit map of the receive status of the out of sequence UL PDCP SDUs that the UE needs to retransmit in the target cell, if any. The downlink PDCP SN transmitter status indicates the next PDCP SN that the target gNB shall assign to new PDCP SDUs, not having a PDCP SN yet. 
NOTE:
In case of DAPS Handover, the uplink PDCP SN receiver status and the downlink PDCP SN transmitter status for a DRB with RLC-AM and not configured with DAPS may be transferred by the SN STATUS TRANSFER message in step 8b instead of step 7.
NOTE:
For DRB sconfigured with DAPS, the source gNB may additionally send the EARLY STATUS TRANSFER message(s) between step 7 and step 8b, to inform discarding of already forwarded PDCP SDUs, The target gNB does not transmit forwarded downlink PDCP SDUs to the UE, whose COUNT is less than the conveyed DL COUNT value and discards them if transmission has not been attempted already.

8.
The UE synchronises to the target cell and completes the RRC handover procedure by sending RRCReconfigurationComplete message to target gNB. In case of DAPS HO, the UE does not detach from the source cell upon receiving the RRCReconfiguration message. The UE releases the source SRB resources, security configuration of the source cell and stops DL/UL reception/transmission with the source upon receiving an explicit release indication from target node.
8a/b
In case of DAPS Handover, the target gNB sends the HANDOVER SUCCESS message to the source gNB to inform that the UE has successfully accessed the target cell. In return, the source gNB sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message for DRBs configured with DAPS for which the description in step 7 applies, and the normal data forwarding follows as defined in 9.2.3.2.3.

NOTE:
The uplink PDCP SN receiver status and the downlink PDCP SN transmitter status are also conveyed for DRBs with RLC-UM in the SN STATUS TRANSFER message in step 8b, if configured with DAPS. 
NOTE:
For DRBs configured with DAPS for which duplication avoidance is required (i.e. RLC-AM), the source gNB does not stop delivering uplink QoS flows to the UPF until it sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message in step 8b. The target gNB does not forward QoS flows of the uplink PDCP SDUs successfully received in-sequence to the UPF until it receives the SN STATUS TRANSFER message, in which UL HFN and the first missing SN in the uplink PDCP SN receiver status indicates the start of uplink PDCP SDUs to be delivered to the UPF. The target gNB does not deliver any uplink PDCP SDUs which has an UL COUNT lower than the provided.

NOTE:
The source gNB may omit sending the SN STATUS TRANSFER message if none of DRBs is configured with DAPS or shall be treated with PDCP status preservation.
9.
The target gNB sends a PATH SWITCH REQUEST message to AMF to trigger 5GC to switch the DL data path towards the target gNB and to establish an NG-C interface instance towards the target gNB.

10.
5GC switches the DL data path towards the target gNB. The UPF sends one or more "end marker" packets on the old path to the source gNB per PDU session/tunnel and then can release any U-plane/TNL resources towards the source gNB.

11.
The AMF confirms the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message with the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.

12.
Upon reception of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message from the AMF, the target gNB sends the UE CONTEXT RELEASE to inform the source gNB about the success of the handover. The source gNB can then release radio and C-plane related resources associated to the UE context. Any ongoing data forwarding may continue.

The RRM configuration can include both beam measurement information (for layer 3 mobility) associated to SSB(s) and CSI-RS(s) for the reported cell(s) if both types of measurements are available. Also, if CA is configured, the RRM configuration can include the list of best cells on each frequency for which measurement information is available. And the RRM measurement information can also include the beam measurement for the listed cells that belong to the target gNB.

The common RACH configuration for beams in the target cell is only associated to the SSB(s). The network can have dedicated RACH configurations associated to the SSB(s) and/or have dedicated RACH configurations associated to CSI-RS(s) within a cell. The target gNB can only include one of the following RACH configurations in the Handover Command to enable the UE to access the target cell:

i)
Common RACH configuration;

ii)
Common RACH configuration + Dedicated RACH configuration associated with SSB;

iii)
Common RACH configuration + Dedicated RACH configuration associated with CSI-RS.

The dedicated RACH configuration allocates RACH resource(s) together with a quality threshold to use them. When dedicated RACH resources are provided, they are prioritized by the UE and the UE shall not switch to contention-based RACH resources as long as the quality threshold of those dedicated resources is met. The order to access the dedicated RACH resources is up to UE implementation.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
9.2.3.2.2
U-Plane Handling

The U-plane handling during the Intra-NR-Access mobility activity for UEs in RRC_CONNECTED takes the following principles into account to avoid data loss during HO:

-
During HO preparation, U-plane tunnels can be established between the source gNB and the target gNB;

-
During HO execution, user data can be forwarded from the source gNB to the target gNB;

-
Forwarding should take place in order as long as packets are received at the source gNB from the UPF or the source gNB buffer has not been emptied.

-
During HO completion:

-
The target gNB sends a path switch request message to the AMF to inform that the UE has gained access and the AMF then triggers path switch related 5GC internal signalling and actual path switch of the source gNB to the target gNB in UPF;

-
The source gNB should continue forwarding data as long as packets are received at the source gNB from the UPF or the source gNB buffer has not been emptied.

For RLC-AM bearers:
-
For in-sequence delivery and duplication avoidance, PDCP SN is maintained on a per DRB basis and the source gNB informs the target gNB about the next DL PDCP SN to allocate to a packet which does not have a PDCP sequence number yet (either from source gNB or from the UPF).

-
For security synchronisation, HFN is also maintained and the source gNB provides to the target one reference HFN for the UL and one for the DL i.e. HFN and corresponding SN.

-
In both the UE and the target gNB, a window-based mechanism is used for duplication detection and reordering.

-
The occurrence of duplicates over the air interface in the target gNB is minimised by means of PDCP SN based reporting at the target gNB by the UE. In uplink, the reporting is optionally configured on a per DRB basis by the gNB and the UE should first start by transmitting those reports when granted resources are in the target gNB. In downlink, the gNB is free to decide when and for which bearers a report is sent and the UE does not wait for the report to resume uplink transmission.

-
The target gNB re-transmits and prioritizes all downlink data forwarded by the source gNB (i.e. the target gNB should first send all forwarded PDCP SDUs with PDCP SNs, then all forwarded downlink PDCP SDUs without SNs before sending new data from 5GC), excluding PDCP SDUs for which the reception was acknowledged through PDCP SN based reporting by the UE.

NOTE:
Lossless delivery when a QoS flow is mapped to a different DRB at handover, requires the old DRB to be configured in the target cell. For in-order delivery in the DL, the target gNB should first transmit the forwarded PDCP SDUs on the old DRB before transmitting new data from 5GCN on the new DRB. In the UL, the target gNB should not deliver data of the QoS flow from the new DRB to 5GCN before receiving the end marker on the old DRB from the UE.

-
The UE re-transmits in the target gNB all uplink PDCP SDUs starting from the oldest PDCP SDU that has not been acknowledged at RLC in the source, excluding PDCP SDUs for which the reception was acknowledged through PDCP SN based reporting by the target.

For RLC-UM bearers:

-
The PDCP SN and HFN are reset in the target gNB, unless the bearer is configured with DAPS Handover;

-
No PDCP SDUs are retransmitted in the target gNB;

-
The target gNB prioritises all downlink SDAP SDUs forwarded by the source gNB over the data from the core network;

NOTE:
To minimise losses when a QoS flow is mapped to a different DRB at handover, the old DRB needs to be configured in the target cell. For in-order delivery in the DL, the target gNB should first transmit the forwarded PDCP SDUs on the old DRB before transmitting new data from 5GCN on the new DRB. In the UL, the target gNB should not deliver data of the QoS flow from the new DRB to 5GCN before receiving the end marker on the old DRB from the UE.

-
The UE does not retransmit any PDCP SDU in the target cell for which transmission had been completed in the source cell.
For DAPS handover:

A DAPS Handover can be used for an RLC-AM or RLC-UM bearer. For a DRB configured with DAPS, the following principles are additionally applied:

Downlink:

· During HO preparation, a forwarding tunnel is always established.

· The source gNB is responsible for allocating downlink PDCP SNs until the SN assignment is handed over to the target gNB and data forwarding in 9.2.3.2.3 takes place. That is, the source gNB does not stop assigning PDCP SNs to downlink packets until it receives the HANDOVER SUCCESS message and sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target gNB.
· Upon allocation of downlink PDCP SNs by the source gNB, it starts scheduling downlink data on the source radio link and also starts forwarding downlink PDCP SDUs along with assigned PDCP SNs to the target gNB.

· For security synchronisation, HFN is maintained for the forwarded downlink SDUs with PDCP SNs assigned by the source gNB. The source gNB sends the EARLY STATUS TRANSFER message to convey the DL COUNT value, indicating PDCP SN and HFN of the first PDCP SDU that the source gNB forwards to the target gNB. 
· HFN and also PDCP SN are maintained after the SN assignment is handed over to the target gNB. The SN STATUS TRANSFER message indicates the next DL PDCP SN to allocate to a packet which does not have a PDCP sequence number yet, even for RLC-UM.
· During handover execution period, the source and target gNBs separately perform ROHC header compression, ciphering, and adding PDCP header.

· During handover execution period, the UE continues to receive downlink data from both source and target gNBs until the source gNB connection is released by an explicit release command from target gNB. 

· During handover execution period, the UE DAPS PDCP maintains separate security and ROHC header decompression associated with each gNB, while maintaining common reordering function, duplicate detection, discard function, and PDCP SDUs in-sequence delivery to upper layers. PDCP SN continuity is supported for both RLC AM and UM DRBs configured with DAPS.

Uplink:

· The UE transmits UL data to the source gNB until the random access procedure toward the target gNB has been successfully completed. Afterwards the UE switches its UL data transmission to the target gNB.

· Even after switching its UL data transmissions, the UE continues to send UL layer 1 CSI feedback, HARQ feedback, layer 2 RLC feedback, ROHC feedback, HARQ data re-transmissions, and RLC data re-transmission to the source gNB.

· During handover execution period, the UE maintains separate security context and ROHC header compressor context for uplink transmissions towards the source and target gNBs. The UE maintains common UL PDCP SN allocation. PDCP SN continuity is supported for both RLC AM and UM DRBs configured with DAPS.

· During handover execution period, the source and target gNBs will maintain their own security and ROHC header decompressor contexts to process UL data received from the UE. 

· The establishment of a forwarding tunnel is optional.

· HFN and PDCP SN are maintained in the target gNB. The SN STATUS TRANSFER message indicates the first missing UL COUNT that the target should start delivering to the 5GC, even for RLC-UM.
Upon receiving DAPS handover command message, the UE suspends source cell SRBs, stops sending and receiving any RRC control plane signalling toward the source cell, and establishes SRBs for the target cell. The UE releases the source cell SRBs configuration upon receiving source cell release indication from the target cell after successful DAPS handover execution. When DAPS handover to the target cell fails and if the source cell link is available, then the UE reverts back to the source cell configuration and activate source cell SRBs for control plane signalling. 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
9.2.3.2.3
Data Forwarding

The following description depicts the data forwarding principles for intra-system handover.

The source NG-RAN node may suggest downlink data forwarding per QoS flow established for a PDU session and may provide information how it maps QoS flows to DRBs. The target NG-RAN node decides data forwarding per QoS flow established for a PDU Session.

If "lossless handover" is required and the QoS flows to DRB mapping applied at the target NG-RAN node allows applying for data forwarding the same QoS flows to DRB mapping as applied at the source NG-RAN node for a DRB and if all QoS flows mapped to that DRB are accepted for data forwarding, the target NG-RAN node establishes a downlink forwarding tunnel for that DRB.
For a DRB for which preservation of SN status applies, the target NG-RAN node may decide to establish an UL data forwarding tunnel.

The target NG-RAN node may also decide to establish a downlink forwarding tunnel for each PDU session. In this case the target NG-RAN node provides information for which QoS flows data forwarding has been accepted and corresponding UP TNL information for data forwarding tunnels to be established between the source NG-RAN node and the target NG-RAN node.

If QoS flows have been re-mapped at the source NG-RAN node and user packets along the old source mapping are still being processed at handover preparation, and if the source NG-RAN node has not yet received the SDAP end marker for certain QoS flows when providing the SN status to the target NG-RAN node, the source NG-RAN node provides the old side QoS mapping information for UL QoS flows to the target NG-RAN node for which no SDAP end marker was yet received. The target NG-RAN will receive for those QoS flows the end marker when the UE finalises to send UL user data according to the old source side mapping.

The source NG-RAN node may also propose to establish uplink forwarding tunnels for some PDU sessions in order to transfer SDAP SDUs corresponding to QoS flows for which flow re-mapping happened before the handover and the SDAP end marker has not yet been received, and for which user data was received at the source NG-RAN node via the DRB to which the QoS flow was remapped. If accepted the target NG-RAN node shall provide the corresponding UP TNL information for data forwarding tunnels to be established between the source NG-RAN node and the target NG-RAN node.

As long as data forwarding of DL user data packets takes place, the source NG-RAN node shall forward user data in the same forwarding tunnel, i.e.

-
for any QoS flow accepted for data forwarding by the target NG-RAN node and for which a DRB DL forwarding tunnel was established for a DRB to which this QoS flow was mapped at the source NG-RAN node, any fresh packets of this QoS flow shall be forwarded as PDCP SDUs via the mapped DRB DL forwarding tunnel.

-
for DRBs for which preservation of SN status applies, the source NG-RAN node may forward in order to the target NG-RAN node via the DRB DL forwarding tunnel all downlink PDCP SDUs with their SN corresponding to PDCP PDUs which have not been acknowledged by the UE.

NOTE:
The SN of forwarded PDCP SDUs is carried in the "PDCP PDU number" field of the GTP-U extension header.

-
for any QoS flow accepted for data forwarding by the target NG-RAN node for which a DL PDU session forwarding tunnel was established, the source NG-RAN node forwards SDAP SDUs as received on NG-U from the UPF.

As long as data forwarding of UL user data packets takes place for DRBs for which preservation of SN status applies the source NG-RAN node either:

-
discards the uplink PDCP PDUs received out of sequence if the source NG-RAN node has not accepted the request from the target NG-RAN node for uplink forwarding or if the target NG-RAN node has not requested uplink forwarding for the bearer during the Handover Preparation procedure; or

-
forwards to the target NG-RAN node via the corresponding DRB UL forwarding tunnel, the uplink PDCP SDUs with their SN corresponding to PDCP PDUs received out of sequence if the source NG-RAN node has accepted the request from the target NG-RAN node for uplink forwarding for the bearer during the Handover Preparation procedure, including PDCP SDUs corresponding to user data of those QoS flows, for which re-mapping happened for a QoS flow before the handover and the SDAP end marker has not yet been received at the source NG-RAN node.

As long as data forwarding of UL user data packets takes place for a PDU session, the source NG-RAN node forwards via the corresponding PDU session UL forwarding tunnel, the uplink SDAP SDUs corresponding to QoS flows for which flow re-mapping happened before the handover and the SDAP end marker has not yet been received at the source NG-RAN node, and which were received at the source NG-RAN node via the DRB to which the QoS flow was remapped.

For DRBs configured with DAPS Handover
Data forwarding after the source gNB receives the HANDOVER SUCCESS message from the target gNB follows the same behaviors as described above.

Before the source gNB receives the HANDOVER SUCCESS message:
-
The source gNB may forward to the target gNB downlink PDCP SDUs with SNs assigned by the source gNB. No downlink PDCP SDU without a SN assigned or SDAP SDU is forwarded. No uplink PDCP SDU or SDAP SDU is forwarded.
-
The source gNB sends the EARLY STATUS TRANSFER message to maintain HFN continuity by indicating PDCP SN and HFN of the first PDCP SDU that the source gNB forwards to the target gNB. The subsequent messages may be sent for discarding of already forwarded downlink PDCP SDUs in the target gNB.

-
The source gNB does not stop transmitting downlink packets to the UE. The source gNB keeps forwarding to the 5GC the uplink SDAP SDUs successfully received in-sequence from the UE.
Handling of end marker packets:

-
The source NG-RAN node receives one or several GTP-U end marker packets per PDU session from the UPF and replicates the end marker packets into each data forwarding tunnel when no more user data packets are to be forwarded over that tunnel.

-
End marker packets sent via a data forwarding tunnel are applicable to all QoS flows forwarded via that tunnel. After end marker packets have been received over a forwarding tunnel, the target NG-RAN node can start taking into account the packets of QoS flows associated with that forwarding tunnel received at the target NG-RAN node from the NG-U PDU session tunnel.

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// taken from RAN2 running CR ////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
9.2.3.4
Conditional Handover
9.2.3.4.1
General
A Conditional Handover (CHO) is defined as a handover that is executed by the UE when one or more handover execution conditions are met. The UE starts evaluating the execution condition(s) upon receiving the CHO configuration, and stops evaluating the execution condition(s) once the execution condition(s) is met.

The following principles apply to CHO:
-
The CHO configuration contains the configuration of CHO candidate cell(s) generated by the candidate gNB(s) and execution condition(s) generated by the source gNB. 

-
An execution condition may consist of one or two trigger condition(s) (CHO events A3/A5, as defined in [12]). Only single RS type is supported and at most two different trigger quantities (e.g. RSRP and RSRQ, RSRP and SINR, etc.) can be configured simultaneously for the evalution of CHO execution condition of a single candidate cell.
-
Before any CHO execution condition is satisfied, upon reception of HO command (without CHO configuration), the UE executes the HO procedure as described in clause 9.2.3.2, regardless of any previously received CHO configuration.

-
While executing CHO, i.e. from the time when the UE starts synchronization with target cell, UE does not monitor source cell.

CHO is not supported for NG-C based handover in this release of the specification.

9.2.3.4.2
C-plane handling
As in intra-NR RAN handover, in intra-NR RAN CHO, the preparation and execution phase of the conditional handover procedure is performed without involvement of the 5GC; i.e. preparation messages are directly exchanged between gNBs. The release of the resources at the source gNB during the conditional handover completion phase is triggered by the target gNB. The figure below depicts the basic conditional handover scenario where neither the AMF nor the UPF changes:  


[image: image5.wmf]U

E

S

o

u

r

c

e

 

g

N

B

T

a

r

g

e

t

 

g

N

B

O

t

h

e

r

 

p

o

t

e

n

t

i

a

l

t

a

r

g

e

t

 

g

N

B

(

s

)

A

M

F

U

P

F

(

s

)

U

s

e

r

 

D

a

t

a

U

s

e

r

 

D

a

t

a

0

.

M

o

b

i

l

i

t

y

 

c

o

n

t

r

o

l

 

i

n

f

o

r

m

a

t

i

o

n

 

p

r

o

v

i

d

e

d

 

b

y

 

A

M

F

1

.

M

e

a

s

u

r

e

m

e

n

t

 

C

o

n

t

r

o

l

 

a

n

d

 

R

e

p

o

r

t

s

2

.

 

C

H

O

 

D

e

c

i

s

i

o

n

3

.

 

H

A

N

D

O

V

E

R

 

R

E

Q

U

E

S

T

3

.

 

H

A

N

D

O

V

E

R

 

R

E

Q

U

E

S

T

4

.

 

A

d

m

i

s

s

i

o

n

 

C

o

n

t

r

o

l

4

.

 

A

d

m

i

s

s

i

o

n

 

C

o

n

t

r

o

l

5

.

 

H

A

N

D

O

V

E

R

 

R

E

Q

U

E

S

T

A

C

K

N

O

W

L

E

D

G

E

5

.

 

H

A

N

D

O

V

E

R

 

R

E

Q

U

E

S

T

 

A

C

K

N

O

W

L

E

D

G

E

6

.

 

R

R

C

R

e

c

o

n

f

i

g

u

r

a

t

i

o

n

7

.

 

R

R

C

R

e

c

o

n

f

i

g

u

r

a

t

i

o

n

C

o

m

p

l

e

t

e

E

v

a

l

u

a

t

e

 

t

h

e

 

C

H

O

 

c

o

n

d

i

t

i

o

n

s

.

7

a

.

 

E

A

R

L

Y

 

S

T

A

T

U

S

 

T

R

A

N

S

F

E

R

D

e

t

a

c

h

 

f

r

o

m

 

t

h

e

 

o

l

d

 

c

e

l

l

,

s

y

n

c

h

r

o

n

i

z

e

 

t

o

 

t

h

e

 

n

e

w

 

c

e

l

l

.

U

s

e

r

 

D

a

t

a

8

.

 

C

H

O

 

H

a

n

d

o

v

e

r

 

c

o

m

p

l

e

t

i

o

n

8

a

.

 

H

A

N

D

O

V

E

R

 

S

U

C

C

E

S

S

8

b

.

 

S

N

 

S

T

A

T

U

S

 

T

R

A

N

S

F

E

R

U

s

e

r

 

D

a

t

a

8

c

.

 

H

A

N

D

O

V

E

R

 

C

A

N

C

E

L

F

i

g

u

r

e

 

9

.

2

.

3

.

2

.

1

-

1

 

s

t

e

p

 

9

-

1

2

h

t

t

p

:

/

/

m

s

c

-

g

e

n

e

r

a

t

o

r

.

s

o

u

r

c

e

f

o

r

g

e

.

n

e

t

 

v

6

.

3

.

7






Figure 9.2.3.x.2-1: Intra-AMF/UPF Conditional Handover

0/1.
Same as step 0, 1 in Figure 9.2.3.2.1-1 of section 9.2.3.2.1.

2.
The source gNB decides to use CHO.

3.
The source gNB requests CHO to one or more candidate gNBs.
 A CHO request message is sent for each candidate cell.
4.
Same as step 4 in Figure 9.2.3.2.1-1 of section 9.2.3.2.1.

5.
The candidate gNB(s) sends CHO response including configuration of CHO candidate cell(s) to the source gNB.
 The response message is also sent for each candidate cell.

6.
The source gNB sends an RRCReconfiguration message to the UE, containing the configuration of CHO candidate cell(s) and CHO execution condition(s).

7.
UE sends an RRCReconfigurationComplete message to the source gNB.

7a
If early data forwarding is applied, the source gNB sends the EARLY STATUS TRANSFER message.

8.
UE maintains connection with source gNB after receiving CHO configuration, and starts evaluating the CHO execution conditions for the candidate cell(s). If at least one CHO candidate cell satisfies the corresponding CHO execution condition, the UE detaches from the source gNB, applies the stored corresponding configuration for that selected candidate cell, synchronises to that candidate cell and completes the RRC handover procedure by sending RRCReconfigurationComplete message to the target gNB. The UE releases stored CHO configurations after successful completion of RRC handover procedure.


8a/b
The target gNB sends the HANDOVER SUCCESS message to the source gNB to inform that the UE has successfully accessed the target cell. In return, the source gNB sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message. 

NOTE:
Late data forwarding may be initiated as soon as the source gNB receives the HANDOVER SUCCESS message.

8c.
The source gNB sends the HANDOVER CANCEL message toward the other signalling connections or other potential target gNBs, if any, to cancel CHO for the UE.
9.2.3.4.3
U-plane handling


The U-plane handling for Conditional Handover follows the same principles for DAPS Handover in 9.2.3.2.2, if early data forwarding is applied. If late data forwarding is applied, the U-plane handling follows the RLC-AM or RLC-UM bearer principles defined in 9.2.3.2.2.
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
9.2.3.4.4
Data Forwarding

If late data forwarding is applied, the source NG-RAN node initiates data forwarding once it knows which target NG-RAN node the UE has successfully accessed. In that case the behavior of the Conditional Handover data forwarding follows the same behavior as defined in 9.2.3.2.3 for the intra-system handover data forwarding, except the behavior for DRBs configured with DAPS Handover.

If early data forwarding is applied instead, the source NG-RAN node initiates data forwarding before the UE executes the handover, to a candidate target node of interest. The behavior of the early data forwarding for the Conditional Handover follows the same principles for DRBs configured with DAPS Handver in the intra-system handover as defined in 9.2.3.2.3.
�Message name corrected
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- HO SUCCESS ( HANDOVER SUCCESS
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- CHO REQUEST ( HANDOVER REQUEST
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m--s:1.Measurement Control and Reports [br];
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t--t:4. Admission Control [bs];
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s--s:Deliver buffered data\nand new data from UPF(s) [bs];
u=>s:User Data [au];
join s=>t [au];
t--t:Buffer User Data\nfrom Source gNB [bs];
m--t:8. RAN Handover Completion [br];
mark HEend;
m<=>t:User Data [au];
join t=>u:User Data [au];
t->a:9. PATH SWITCH REQUEST [ac];
a--u:10. Path Switch in UPF(s) [br];
u=>s:End Marker [au];
join s=>t [au];
t<=>u:User Data [au];
a->t:11. PATH SWITCH REQUEST\nACKNOWLEDGE [ac];
t->s:12. UE CONTEXT RELEASE [ac];
mark HCend;
|||;

vertical brace HPstart->HPend:Handover Preparation [n1];
vertical brace HPend->HEend:Handover Execution [n1];
vertical brace HEend->HCend:Handover Completion [n1];
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m:UE;
s:Source gNB;
t:Target gNB;
t1:Other potential\ntarget gNB(s);
a:AMF;
u:UPF(s);

|||;
mark HPstart;
m<=>s: User Data [au];
join s<=>u: User Data [au];
s--a:0.Mobility control information provided by AMF [br];
m--s:1.Measurement Control and Reports [br];
s--s:2. CHO Decision [bs];
s->t:3. HANDOVER REQUEST [ac];
s->t [ad];
s->t1:3. HANDOVER REQUEST [ac];
s->t1 [ad];
t--t:4. Admission Control [bs];
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t1->s[ad];
s->m:6. RRCReconfiguration [ac];
m->s:7. RRCReconfigurationComplete [ac];
mark HPend;
parallel m--m:Evaluate the CHO conditions.[bs];
s->t1:7a. EARLY STATUS TRANSFER [ac];
parallel m--m:Detach from the old cell,\n synchronize to the new cell. [bs];
u=>s:User Data [au];
join s=>t1 [au];
m--t:8. CHO Handover completion [bs];
mark HEend;
t->s:8a. HANDOVER SUCCESS [ac];
s->t:8b. SN STATUS TRANSFER [ac];
u=>s:User Data [au];
join s=>t [au];
s->t:8c. HANDOVER CANCEL [ac];
s->t1[ad];
m--u:Figure 9.2.3.2.1-1 step 9-12 [bs];
mark HCend;
|||;

vertical brace HPstart->HPend:Handover Preparation [n1];
vertical brace HPend->HEend:Handover Execution [n1];
vertical brace HEend->HCend:Handover Completion [n1];
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m:UE;
s:Source gNB;
t:Target gNB;
a:AMF;
u:UPF(s);

|||;
mark HPstart;
m<=>s: User Data [au];
join s<=>u: User Data [au];
s--a:0.Mobility control information provided by AMF [br];
m--s:1.Measurement Control and Reports [br];
s--s:2. Handover Decision [bs];
s->t:3. HANDOVER REQUEST [ac];
t--t:4. Admission Control [bs];
t->s:5. HANDOVER REQUEST\nACKNOWLEDGE [ac];
mark HPend;
m--s:6. RAN Handover Initiation [br];
s--s:Deliver buffered data\nand new data from UPF(s) [bs];
parallel m--m:Detach from old cell\nSynchronise to new cell [bs];
s->t:7a. EARLY STATUS\nTRANSER[ac];
s->t:7. SN STATUS TRANSFER[ac];
u=>s:User Data [au];
join s=>t [au];
t--t:Buffer User Data\nfrom Source gNB [bs];
m--t:8. RAN Handover Completion [br];
mark HEend;
t->s:8a. HANDOVER SUCCESS [ac];
s->t:8b. SN STATUS TRANSFER [ac]; 
u=>s:User Data [au];
join s=>t [au];
m<=>t:User Data [au];
join t=>u:User Data [au];
t->a:9. PATH SWITCH REQUEST [ac];
a--u:10. Path Switch in UPF(s) [br];
u=>s:End Marker [au];
join s=>t [au];
t<=>u:User Data [au];
a->t:11. PATH SWITCH REQUEST\nACKNOWLEDGE [ac];
t->s:12. UE CONTEXT RELEASE [ac];
mark HCend;
|||;

vertical brace HPstart->HPend:Handover Preparation [n1];
vertical brace HPend->HEend:Handover Execution [n1];
vertical brace HEend->HCend:Handover Completion [n1];
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_1647068021.txt
!@@@Chart-generator later than 5.0����ÿ9�hscale="auto";
defstyle hgapa [text.gap.left=16, text.gap.right=16];
defstyle hgapb [text.gap.left=6, text.gap.right=6];
defstyle entity [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=14, text.wrap=no, text.bold=yes];
defstyle bs [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=13, vspacing=7, text.wrap=no, hgapb];
defstyle br [bs, line.corner=round];
defstyle ac [text.font.face="Times", text.size.normal=15, text.italic=yes, vspacing=5, arrow.type=sharp, hgapa];
defstyle au [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=13, vspacing=5, hgapa];
defstyle n1 [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=13, vspacing=5, weak, text.italic=no, hgapa];

m:UE;
s:Source gNB;
t:Target gNB;
t1:Other potential\ntarget gNB(s);
a:AMF;
u:UPF(s);

|||;
mark HPstart;
m<=>s: User Data [au];
join s<=>u: User Data [au];
s--a:0.Mobility control information provided by AMF [br];
m--s:1.Measurement Control and Reports [br];
s--s:2. CHO Decision [bs];
s->t:3. CHO REQUEST [ac];
s->t1:3. CHO REQUEST [ac];
t--t:4. Admission Control [bs];
t1--t1:4. Admission Control [bs];
t->s:5. CHO REQUEST\nACKNOWLEDGE [ac];
t1->s:5. CHO REQUEST\nACKNOWLEDGE [ac];
s->m:6. RRCReconfiguration [ac];
m->s:7. RRCReconfigurationComplete [ac];
mark HPend;
m--m:Evaluate the CHO conditions.[bs];
m--m:Detach from the old cell,\n synchronize to the new cell. [bs];
m--t1:8. CHO Handover completion [bs];
mark HEend;
m--u:FFS on data fowrading\n PATH Switch [bs];
mark HCend;
|||;

vertical brace HPstart->HPend:Handover Preparation [n1];
vertical brace HPend->HEend:Handover Execution [n1];
vertical brace HEend->HCend:Handover Completion [n1];
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_1647067956.txt
!@@@Chart-generator later than 5.0����ÿ��hscale="auto";
defstyle hgapa [text.gap.left=16, text.gap.right=16];
defstyle hgapb [text.gap.left=6, text.gap.right=6];
defstyle entity [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=14, text.wrap=no, text.bold=yes];
defstyle bs [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=13, vspacing=7, text.wrap=no, hgapb];
defstyle br [bs, line.corner=round];
defstyle ac [text.font.face="Times", text.size.normal=15, text.italic=yes, vspacing=5, arrow.type=sharp, hgapa];
defstyle au [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=13, vspacing=5, hgapa];
defstyle n1 [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=13, vspacing=5, weak, text.italic=no, hgapa];

m:UE;
s:Source gNB;
t:Target gNB;
a:AMF;
u:UPF(s);

|||;
mark HPstart;
m<=>s: User Data [au];
join s<=>u: User Data [au];
s--a:0.Mobility control information provided by AMF [br];
m--s:1.Measurement Control and Reports [br];
s--s:2. Handover Decision [bs];
s->t:3. HANDOVER REQUEST [ac];
t--t:4. Admission Control [bs];
t->s:5. HANDOVER REQUEST\nACKNOWLEDGE [ac];
mark HPend;
m--s:6. RAN Handover Initiation [br];
s--s:Deliver buffered data\nand new data from UPF(s) [bs];
parallel m--m:Detach from old cell\nSynchronise to new cell [bs];
s->t:7a. EARLY FORWARDING\nTRANSER[ac];
s->t:7. SN STATUS TRANSFER[ac];
u=>s:User Data [au];
join s=>t [au];
t--t:Buffer User Data\nfrom Source gNB [bs];
m--t:8. RAN Handover Completion [br];
mark HEend;
t->s:8a. HO SUCCESS [ac];
s->t:8b. SN STATUS TRANSFER [ac]; 
u=>s:User Data [au];
join s=>t [au];
m<=>t:User Data [au];
join t=>u:User Data [au];
t->a:9. PATH SWITCH REQUEST [ac];
a--u:10. Path Switch in UPF(s) [br];
u=>s:End Marker [au];
join s=>t [au];
t<=>u:User Data [au];
a->t:11. PATH SWITCH REQUEST\nACKNOWLEDGE [ac];
t->s:12. UE CONTEXT RELEASE [ac];
mark HCend;
|||;

vertical brace HPstart->HPend:Handover Preparation [n1];
vertical brace HPend->HEend:Handover Execution [n1];
vertical brace HEend->HCend:Handover Completion [n1];
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_1647067958.txt
!@@@Chart-generator later than 5.0����ÿ9�hscale="auto";
defstyle hgapa [text.gap.left=16, text.gap.right=16];
defstyle hgapb [text.gap.left=6, text.gap.right=6];
defstyle entity [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=14, text.wrap=no, text.bold=yes];
defstyle bs [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=13, vspacing=7, text.wrap=no, hgapb];
defstyle br [bs, line.corner=round];
defstyle ac [text.font.face="Times", text.size.normal=15, text.italic=yes, vspacing=5, arrow.type=sharp, hgapa];
defstyle au [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=13, vspacing=5, hgapa];
defstyle n1 [text.font.face="Arial", text.size.normal=13, vspacing=5, weak, text.italic=no, hgapa];

m:UE;
s:Source gNB;
t:Target gNB;
t1:Other potential\ntarget gNB(s);
a:AMF;
u:UPF(s);

|||;
mark HPstart;
m<=>s: User Data [au];
join s<=>u: User Data [au];
s--a:0.Mobility control information provided by AMF [br];
m--s:1.Measurement Control and Reports [br];
s--s:2. CHO Decision [bs];
s->t:3. CHO REQUEST [ac];
s->t:[ac];
s->t1:3. CHO REQUEST [ac];
s->t1[ac];
t--t:4. Admission Control [bs];
t1--t1:4. Admission Control [bs];
t->s:5. CHO REQUEST\nACKNOWLEDGE [ac];
t->s[ac];
t1->s:5. CHO REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE [ac];
t1->s[ac];
s->m:6. RRCReconfiguration [ac];
m->s:7. RRCReconfigurationComplete [ac];
mark HPend;
parallel m--m:Evaluate the CHO conditions.[bs];
s->t1:7a. EARLY FORWARDING\nTRANSFER [ac];
parallel m--m:Detach from the old cell,\n synchronize to the new cell. [bs];
u=>s:User Data [au];
join s=>t1 [au];
m--t:8. CHO Handover completion [bs];
mark HEend;
t->s:8a. HO SUCCESS [ac];
s->t:8b. SN STATUS TRANSFER [ac];
u=>s:User Data [au];
join s=>t [au];
s->t1:8c. HO CANCEL [ac];
m--u:Figure 9.2.3.2.1-1 step 9-12 [bs];
mark HCend;
|||;

vertical brace HPstart->HPend:Handover Preparation [n1];
vertical brace HPend->HEend:Handover Execution [n1];
vertical brace HEend->HCend:Handover Completion [n1];
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