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The GSM Association decided at its most recent plenary to establish a Working Group (”Virtual Project Team” in the GSM-A terminology) for the purpose of contributing to and progressing the work in 3GPP on open Iu, Iur and Iub interfaces.  

The establishment of the group is based on the strong belief within the GSM Association that fully open interfaces and a true multivendor environment would benefit not only operators but rather the entire industry as it would ensure a wider acceptance and growth-ability of the 3GPP standard (see also the attached Liaison Statement to 3GPP).

The Working Group is open to all member operators and has the clear mandate to consolidate operator views and produce general as well as detailed contributions that would help progressing the 3GPP specifications towards a multivendor environment on the given interfaces.

At its initial meeting, the Working Group discussed the approach towards achieving the objectives and came to the following general conclusions:

· It is of utmost importance that all three interfaces (Iu, Iur, Iub) are open and multivendor-friendly.

· Given the status of the current and projected work in 3GPP, the group’s initial focus will be on the Iub interface.

· To that effect, a key element is to ensure that all Traffic and Resource Management resides in the RNC and is not to be split in any shape, sense or form between the RNC and the Node B.

· An associated key element is that the “logical O&M” aspects are parts of the Traffic and Resource Management and the control of which should thus reside in its entirety in the RNC.

· Further objectives and guidelines will be formulated along with the work and the associated progress in the relevant 3GPP working groups.

Given these initial guidelines, the Working Group will continue to work towards the main objectives of having fully open and truly multivendor-enabling interfaces, and other interested parties are encouraged to participate in the work, directly or indirectly. 

Annex
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Plenary meeting #41

Helsinki, 20-23 April 1999

To:

3GPP TSGs

From:

GSM Association Plenary

Subject:

Open Interfaces; Iu, Iub and Iur

The GSM Association notes with satisfaction that the work in 3GPP is progressing very rapidly and that the previously set timing objectives are within reach.  

The GSM Association has at its Plenary #41 formally agreed to request to join the 3GPP organisation as a Market Representative Partner and is looking forward to participate in the work. Of course, many GSM Association members are already actively taking part in 3GPP and its working groups, but the official representation of the GSM Association as an entity will hopefully bring additional and important market and operator perspectives into the picture.

In the light of this, the GSM Association would like to express our full and strong support for open and fully specified interfaces, and then in particular the critical Iu, Iub and Iur interfaces.  The GSM Association and its members feel that it is of utmost importance that these interfaces are fully standardised and thus open for a multi vendor environment. This we believe will not only be the technically most pure approach but also an important commercial tool for both Operators and Manufacturers.  In its extension, it is believed that fully open interfaces will contribute significantly to an increased commercial success of the 3GPP standards, something we all will enjoy.

In order to assist realisation of as open interfaces as possible, the GSM Association has the intention and is looking for methods to actively contribute to the actual technical specifications. There are already commitments from some members to take part in consolidated efforts to make detailed contributions to the 3GPP work. It is believed that with this, and with the recognised support and continued efforts from manufacturers, this will make possible fully standardised Iu, Iub and Iur interfaces in time.

GSM Association is hence urging 3GPP as such and manufacturer representatives in particular to embrace the objective of fully standardised and open Iu, Iub and Iur interfaces, and put as much emphasise as possible into making this happen. The GSM Association will through its membership in 3GPP and through its members contribute to the work to the extent of our capacity.

For further information on participating in the Open Interface Working Group, please contact:

Jonas Twingler

GSM Association 3G Coordinator

Tel:  +46 70 324 1012

Fax:  +46 70 616 0819

Email:  jonas.twingler@northstream.se

