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1. Overall Description:
Notification Control
RAN2 has discussed notification control for GBR QoS flows and would like to re-iterate the questions asked earlier in R2-1706143 (May 2017). 3GPP TS 23.501 states the following:
	“It is up to the AN to establish the necessary AN resources that QoS Flows can be mapped to, and to release them. The AN shall indicate to the SMF when the AN resources onto which a QoS flow is mapped are released.
[…]
	If, for a given GBR QoS Flow, notification control is enabled and the NG-RAN determines that the GFBR cannot be fulfilled, RAN shall send a notification towards SMF. The RAN shall keep the QoS Flow, and should try to fulfil the GFBR. Upon receiving a notification from the RAN that the GFBR cannot be fulfilled, the 5GC may initiate N2 signalling to modify or remove the QoS Flow. When applicable, NG-RAN sends a new notification, informing SMF that the GFBR can be fulfilled again. After a configured time, the NG-RAN may send a subsequent notification that the GFBR cannot be fulfilled.”
In RAN2’s understanding the gNB is allowed to  release a bearer/QoS flow for which a notification control to the CN is sent, and for which a response or action have not been received from the CN. This might be needed e.g. in overload conditions or in case of RLF. Concerns were expressed that not allowing the gNB to release a flow when notification control is enabled would leave radio resources under the control of 5GC.
QFI Size
For the SDAP sublayer, in order to keep the header contained within one byte, RAN2 has agreed to limit the number of QFI which can be signalled to 64. Therefore, RAN2 would like to understand if SA2 expects to use more than 64 reflective flows per PDU session per UE at a time.

2. Actions:
To SA2 group.
ACTION: 	RAN2 respectfully asks SA2 to provide feedback on the two points above.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:
TSG-RAN WG2 #101		2018.02.26 – 2018.03.02		Athens
TSG-RAN WG2 #101bis		2018.04.16 – 2018.04.20		Sanya



