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First Change

4.1
Introduction

In this specification, (parts of) procedures and messages specified for the UE equally apply to the RN for functionality necessary for the RN. There are also (parts of) procedures and messages which are only applicable to the RN in its communication with the E-UTRAN, in which case the specification denotes the RN instead of the UE. Such RN‑specific aspects are not applicable to the UE.

This specification covers EN-DC i.e. the case in which the UE is configured with resources belonging to a secondary node using NR RAT. The NR related configuration is performed using NR RRC as specified in TS 38.331 [82].

NB-IoT is a non backward compatible variant of E-UTRAN supporting a reduced set of functionality. In this specification, (parts of) procedures and messages specified for the UE equally apply to the UE in NB-IoT. There are also some features and related procedures and messages that are not supported by UEs in NB-IoT. 

In particular, the following features are not supported in NB-IoT and corresponding procedures and messages do not apply to the UE in NB-IoT:

-
Connected mode mobility (Handover and measurement reporting); 

-
Inter-RAT cell reselection or inter-RAT mobility in connected mode;

-
CSG;

-
Relay Node (RN);

-
Carrier Aggregation (CA);

-
Dual connectivity (DC);

-
GBR (QoS);

-
ACB, EAB, SSAC and ACDC;

-
MBMS, except for MBMS via SC-PTM in Idle mode;

-
Self-configuration and self-optimisation;

-
Measurement logging and reporting for network performance optimisation;
-
Public warning systems e.g. CMAS, ETWS and PWS;

-
Real time services (including emergency call);

-
CS services and CS fallback;

-
In-device coexistence;

-
RAN assisted WLAN interworking;

-
Network-assisted interference cancellation/suppression;

-
Sidelink (including direct communication and direct discovery).

NOTE: In regard to mobility, NB-IoT is a separate RAT from E-UTRAN.

In this specification, there are also (parts of) procedures and messages which are only applicable to UEs in NB-IoT, in which case this is stated explicitly.
This specification is organised as follows:

-
sub-clause 4.2 describes the RRC protocol model;

-
sub-clause 4.3 specifies the services provided to upper layers as well as the services expected from lower layers;

-
sub-clause 4.4 lists the RRC functions;

-
clause 5 specifies RRC procedures, including UE state transitions;

-
clause 6 specifies the RRC message in a mixed format (i.e. tabular & ASN.1 together);

-
clause 7 specifies the variables (including protocol timers and constants) and counters to be used by the UE;

-
clause 8 specifies the encoding of the RRC messages;

-
clause 9 specifies the specified and default radio configurations;

-
clause 10 specifies the RRC messages transferred across network nodes;

-
clause 11 specifies the UE capability related constraints and performance requirements.

Next Change

4.2.1
UE states and state transitions including inter RAT

A UE is in RRC_CONNECTED when an RRC connection has been established. If this is not the case, i.e. no RRC connection is established, the UE is in RRC_IDLE state. The RRC states can further be characterised as follows:

-
RRC_IDLE:

-
A UE specific DRX may be configured by upper layers (not applicable for NB-IoT);

-
UE controlled mobility;

-
The UE:

-
Monitors a Paging channel to detect incoming calls, system information change, for ETWS capable UEs, ETWS notification, and for CMAS capable UEs, CMAS notification;

-
Performs neighbouring cell measurements and cell (re-)selection;

-
Acquires system information.

-
Performs logging of available measurements together with location and time for logged measurement configured UEs.

-
RRC_CONNECTED:

-
Transfer of unicast data to/from UE.

-
At lower layers, the UE may be configured with a UE specific DRX.

-
For UEs supporting CA, use of one or more SCells, aggregated with the PCell, for increased bandwidth;

-
For UEs supporting DC, use of one SCG, aggregated with the MCG, for increased bandwidth;

-
For UEs supporting EN-DC, use of one NR SCG (if configured), for DRBs and SRBs, in conjunction with the MCG for improved performance and increased bandwidth;

-
Network controlled mobility, i.e. handover and cell change order with optional network assistance (NACC) to GERAN (not applicable for NB-IoT);

-
The UE:

-
Monitors a Paging channel and/ or System Information Block Type 1 contents to detect system information change, for ETWS capable UEs, ETWS notification, and for CMAS capable UEs, CMAS notification (not applicable for NB-IoT);

-
Monitors control channels associated with the shared data channel to determine if data is scheduled for it;

-
Provides channel quality and feedback information (not applicable for NB-IoT);

-
Performs neighbouring cell measurements and measurement reporting (not applicable for NB-IoT);

-
Acquires system information (not applicable for NB-IoT).

The following figure not only provides an overview of the RRC states in E-UTRA, but also illustrates the mobility support between E-UTRAN, UTRAN and GERAN.
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Figure 4.2.1-1: E-UTRA states and inter RAT mobility procedures, 3GPP

The following figure illustrates the mobility support between E-UTRAN, CDMA2000 1xRTT and CDMA2000 HRPD. The details of the CDMA2000 state models are out of the scope of this specification.
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Figure 4.2.1-2: Mobility procedures between E-UTRA and CDMA2000

The inter-RAT handover procedure(s) supports the case of signalling, conversational services, non-conversational services and combinations of these.

In addition to the state transitions shown in Figure 4.2.1-1 and Figure 4.2.1-2, there is support for connection release with redirection information from E-UTRA RRC_CONNECTED to GERAN, UTRAN and CDMA2000 (HRPD Idle/ 1xRTT Dormant mode).

For NB-IoT, mobility between E-UTRA and UTRAN, GERAN and between E-UTRA and CDMA2000 1xRTT and CDMA2000 HRPD is not supported at AS level and hence only the E-UTRA states depicted in Figure 4.2.1-1 are applicable.

Next Change

5.1.2
General requirements

The UE shall:

1>
process the received messages in order of reception by RRC, i.e. the processing of a message shall be completed before starting the processing of a subsequent message;

NOTE 1:
E-UTRAN may initiate a subsequent procedure prior to receiving the UE's response of a previously initiated procedure.

1>
within a sub-clause execute the steps according to the order specified in the procedural description;

1>
consider the term 'radio bearer' (RB) to cover SRBs and DRBs but not MRBs or SC-MRBs unless explicitly stated otherwise;

1>
set the rrc-TransactionIdentifier in the response message, if included, to the same value as included in the message received from E-UTRAN that triggered the response message;

1>
upon receiving a choice value set to setup:

2>
apply the corresponding received configuration and start using the associated resources, unless explicitly specified otherwise;

1>
upon receiving a choice value set to release:

2>
clear the corresponding configuration and stop using the associated resources;

NOTE 1a:
Following receipt of choice value set to release, the UE considers the field as if it was never configured.

1>
upon handover to E-UTRA; or

1>
upon receiving an RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the fullConfig:

2>
apply the Conditions in the ASN.1 for inclusion of the fields for the DRB/PDCP/RLC setup during the reconfiguration of the DRBs included in the drb-ToAddModList;

NOTE 2:
At each point in time, the UE keeps a single value for each field except for during handover when the UE temporarily stores the previous configuration so it can revert back upon handover failure. In other words: when the UE reconfigures a field, the existing value is released except for during handover.

NOTE 3:
Although not explicitly stated, the UE initially considers all functionality to be deactivated/ released until it is explicitly stated that the functionality is setup/ activated. Correspondingly, the UE initially considers lists to be empty e.g. the list of radio bearers, the list of measurements.

1>
upon receiving an extension field comprising the entries in addition to the ones carried by the original field (regardless of whether E-UTRAN may signal more entries in total); apply the following generic behaviour if explicitly stated to be applicable:

2>
create a combined list by concatenating the additional entries included in the extension field to the original field while maintaining the order among both the original and the additional entries;

2>
for the combined list, created according to the previous, apply the same behaviour as defined for the original field;

NOTE 4:
A field comprising a list of entries normally includes ‘list’ in the field name. The typical way to extend (the size of) such a list is to introduce a field comprising the additional entries, which should include ‘listExt’ in the name of the field/ IE. E.g. field1List-RAT, field1ListExt-RAT. 

1>
consider the term DC to cover the case of an E-UTRA MCG and SCG, while the term EN-DC covers the case of an E-UTRA MCG and NR SCG (as well as an E-UTRA MCG with NR PDCP configuration in a secondary node); Likewise, SCG covers the case of an E-UTRA SCG, serving cell covers the case of an E-UTRA serving cell, PDCP covers the case of PDCP defined by E-UTRA specifications;
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