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1 Introduction
In the last RAN2 meeting, some agreements were achieved in [1] as the followings:

Agreements

1
Introduce a rate recommendation query message from the UE to the eNB with a MAC CE introduced for bit rate recommendation message from the eNB to the UE. FFS on avoiding ping-pong between UE and eNB. In this case UE should not go beyond the recommendation bitrate from eNB. Whether to use MAC CE for this message can be revisited if necessary.

2
Introduce a prohibited timer in UE side to avoid ping-pong.

3
The trigger for querying is FFS.

4
FFS: Whether this MAC CE will trigger scheduling request.
However, some open issues still need to be solved. In this paper, we focus on the following two issues and provide our opinions.

· What’s the condition for UE to trigger a rate recommendation query?

· Whether the query MAC CE will trigger scheduling request?
2 Discussion
2.1 What’s the condition for UE to trigger a rate recommendation query?
In last RAN2 meeting, it was agreed to introduce a rate recommendation query message from the UE to the eNB, and a prohibited timer in UE side is also introduced to avoid frequent query. But the trigger for this query is still FFS. 
According to the agreement in [2], a UE may initiate an end-to-end rate adaptation with the peer UE when it receives the recommended bitrate from the eNB. In order to avoid ping pong tuning where the increase of the bitrate in one end of the connection is immediately followed by a request from the other end to reduce the bitrate, so it is necessary for UE to send a query message to its local eNB to check whether the recommended bitrate is accepted. Furthermore, in order to limit UE sending frequent query messages, a prohibit timers can be configured by the network as agreed in the last meeting.

Therefore, based on the above analysis, we propose that:

Proposal 1: Only the following three conditions are satisfied, UE will trigger a rate recommendation query to its local eNB:

· UE is allowed to transfer query, i.e. the network configures the prohibited timer;

· A request is received from the peer to increase the bitrate which exceeds the pre-configured value from the local eNB.
· Prohibited timer is not running. 

2.2 Whether the query MAC CE will trigger scheduling request?
The rate recommendation query message is conveyed as a MAC CE from the UE to the eNB. But whether this MAC CE will trigger scheduling request is still FFS. 
As defined in LTE, there are the following UL MAC CEs defined in [3]:

· BSR MAC CE (for UL)

· C-RNTI MAC CE (for UL)

· PHR MAC CE (for UL)

· Extended PHR MAC CE (for UL)

· Dual Connectivity PHR MAC CE (for UL)
For these 5 MAC CEs, only BSR will trigger SR, and other MAC CEs will be sent only when the UL resource is available. 

Since UL resources can be available periodically for voice data, the query MAC CE can reuse the existing mechanism and to be sent only when the UL resource is available. Therefore, it is not necessary to trigger SR by the query message. 

Proposal 2: SR will not be triggered by the query MAC CE.
3 Conclusion
This paper focuses on the remaining issues on rate recommendation query. Based on the above analysis, we have following proposals: 
Proposal 1: Only the following three conditions are satisfied, UE will trigger a rate recommendation query to its local eNB:

· UE is allowed to transfer query, i.e. the network configures the prohibited timer;

· A request is received from the peer to increase the bitrate which exceeds the pre-configured value from the local eNB.
· Prohibited timer is not running.  

Proposal 2: SR will not be triggered by the query MAC CE.
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