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1          Introduction

In [1] an issue was highlighted whereby a UE may release the common E-DCH resources during a reconfiguration procedure. This paper raises observations related to restricting the UE from implicitly releasing it’s common E-DCH resource.
2         Discussion
Common E-DCH transmission in CELL_FACH state has a latency reduction benefit when a UE changes from CELL_FACH to CELL_DCH state. That is, if by the time of transitioning to CELL_DCH, a UE has been occupying a common E-DCH resource with a previous Synchronisation AA procedure, then a UE will avoid the Synchronisation A procedure [3]
However, as per [2], various reasons would prevent a UE from the  latency-saving procedure. For example, as stated in [1] for DCCH/DTCH  transmission, if a UE receives a reconfiguration message for state transition and before applying the new configuration, the “E-DCH transmission continuation back off” timer expires, it has to release the common E-DCH resource. Thereby necessitating the UE to perform the Synchronisation A procedure.
On the other hand, since a pool of common E-DCH resource is shared by all enhanced CELL_FACH users, if a UE retains a common resource too long while there is no transmission, it could be viewed as a waste of resource from a system point of view.  It is also not efficient for a UE, as the UE would need to maintain DPCCH transmission while having no data to transmit.
Therefore, we suggest any enhancement (as example what is proposed in [1]) is conditional upon the common E-DCH usage. Thereby allowing network control, such a set of conditions whereby this could be envisaged would be:

1) when the common E_DCH resource usage is low the UE can hold on to the common E-DCH resource longer thereby also reducing the transition latency (no Synchronisation A procedure) 

2) when the common E-DCH resource usage is high the UE can release the common E-DCH resource (as per current behaviour)

Proposal 1. If a change of behaviour for UE implicitly releasing common E-DCH resources is seen as beneficial, then we suggest this needs to be enabled/disabled depending upon the system common E-DCH resource usage.

3
Conclusion
It is proposed that RAN2 discuss the issues and proposal raised in this submission related to any change of behaviour restricting UE to implicitly release its common E-DCH resource.
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