3GPP TSG RAN WG2 Meeting #75


R2-113737
Athens, Greece, 22 - 26 August 2011

3GPP TSG SA WG3 (Security) Meeting #64
S3-110849
11 - 15 July 2011, Mainz, Germany

Title:
LS on modification of security context storage rate on the UICC
Response to:


Release:
Rel-11
Work Item:
SEC11
Source:
SA3
To:
RAN2, CT1
Cc:
CT6
Contact Person
Name:
Adrian Escott
E-mail Address:
aescott@qualcomm.com
	Approval Date:
	

	Reply by (if required):
	


	For:

	Action:
	X

	Information:
	


Attachments:
S3-110828
1. Overall Description:

For LTE it has been discovered in deployments of LTE that writing the EPS NAS security context to the USIM on the UICC at every ECM CONNECTED to ECM IDLE state transition causes the flash memory of some UICCs to wear out and physically break down after a relative short period of use. This behaviour has been corrected at SA3#63. The 3G procedures are very similar, and the behaviour of HSPA terminals may also be expected to be similar to that of LTE terminals.
So, in order to align the LTE and the 3G and to avoid potential future problems, the mechanisms of LTE and 3G are proposed to be aligned as much as possible to prevent a potential exhaustion of UICC. Towards this end SA3 has agreed the attached CR at SA3#64 which will be sent to SA#53 for approval. 

Before the CR is approved by SA plenary, SA3 would like both RAN2 and CT1 to check that they believe that the proposed functionality for 3G procedures can be implemented in the stage 3 specifications. Hence SA3 would like both RAN2 and CT1 to consider if the attached CR can be implemented in the stage 3 specifications and if not please inform SA plenary that the CR should not be approved at SA#53.
2. Actions:

To RAN2, CT1, groups.

ACTION: 
SA3 asks RAN2 and  CT1
Consider if the attached CR can be implemented in the stage 3 specifications and if not please inform SA plenary that the CR should not be approved at SA#53
3. Date of Next SA3 Meetings:
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	3GPPSA3#65
	7 - 11 Nov 2011
	San Diego
	USA

	3GPPSA3#66
	6 - 10 Feb 2012
	TBD
	TBD


