Page 4
Draft prETS 300 ???: Month YYYY
3GPP TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #124	R2-2312984
Chicago, USA, 13th – 17th November 2023

Agenda Item:	7.12.2.5
Source:	Ericsson
Title:	Need of UE capability for mIAB UEs
Document for:	Discussion, Decision

1	Introduction
In the last RAN2#123-bis meeting, RAN2 had discussed the need for UE capability for mIAB and the following outcome was reached:
RAN2 assumes that the mobileIAB-NodeIndication-r18 in Msg5 implies a preference/intention, with the purpose to help gNB select core network node at initial registration.
RAN2 assumes that the MT Idle mode behaviours is reflected by a Cap wo signalling in 38306.
FFS if a separate mobile-IAB capability (signalled) is introduced in Rel-18. 

This contribution is to address the remaining FFS on whether a mobile-IAB capability is needed in Rel-18.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Discussion
Generally speaking, the scenario discussed in RAN2 on why a mobile-IAB capability would be needed in Rel-18 is to handle the case of mobility (handover) in order for the target node to recognize that the UE which is performing the handover is a mobile-IAB MT. According to this, the target node may decide to accept or reject the handover request received by a source node.
In legacy how the target node understands the capability of the UE that needs to be handed over is via the UE capability container that is passed from the source node to the target node via within the handover request message on the XnAP interface. Once receiving this container, the target node can understand whether is able to comply with the capability of the UE and if this is not the case it can reject the handover request received by the source node.
In principle, this can be applied also for the case of mobile IAB. However, RAN3 in the last meeting made the following agreement:
HO request for an mIAB-node should contain an explicit indication related to mobile IAB, where such indication is optional/reject. This indication is the mIAB authorization status (authorized/not-authorised). There is no need for defining any additional mIAB indication.
According to this RAN3 agreement, it is already indicated in the handover request message whether the handover is for a mobile IAB node or not and thus the need to have an explicit mobile-IAB indication in the capability container is not justified anymore (because will be a duplicate of a solution that is already in place). Therefore, according to this we propose:
[bookmark: _Toc149846799]A separate mobile-IAB capability indication is not introduced in Rel-18.
3	Conclusion
Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	A separate mobile-IAB capability indication is not introduced in Rel-18.
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