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1
Introduction

After the RAN#78 meeting, a new WI was agreed [1] that aim to extend the number of DRBs for the LTE radio access technology. As per Rel-8 LTE functionality, only 8 DRBs can be established for a particular UE. However, as expressed by a number of operators, there are cases when a UE needs to establish several PDN connections with more than one DRB per each PDN. As a result, it was agreed to enable support of up to 15 DRBs for LTE.
In this discussion paper we provide a high level overview of timeline of the RAN WI and its relation to other SA and CT WIs. 
2
Increased number of data bearers
2.1
Timeline and relation to other WIs
It is worth noting that to introduce increase number of bearers for LTE, certain changes must be introduced at different levels of the LTE system which involves RAN, SA and CT WGs. As presented in Table 1, there are time unit allocations in SA WG2, RAN WG2, and CT WG1/4. Even though different WGs have different number of time units and different number of meetings, all the WIs have the same target completion date of June 2018. 
Table 1: Overview of timeline and meetings for RAN, SA and CT WIs
	
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun

	RAN
	WI agreed
	
	
	
	RAN2#101bis
	RAN2#102
	

	SA
	WI agreed
	SA2#125
	SA2#126
	
	SA2#127
	
	SA2#127bis

	CT
	
	
	
	WI agreed
	CT1#101
CT4#84
	CT1#111
CT4#85
	


NOTE 1:
To enable increased number of radio bearer RAN, SA and CT WI were instantiated.
NOTE 2:
The target completion date for RAN, SA and CT parts is June 2018.

2.2
Workplan for RAN WI
As already presented during the TSG RAN#78 meeting, RAN impact to increase the number of radio bearers is rather marginal. Since RAN control signaling already supports up to 8 data radio bearers, we just need to extend the corresponding control structures. There is no need to introduce new "features" and/or RAN procedures. 

Based on that, preliminary RAN work plan might look as follows:

-
RAN2#101bis

-
Discuss and agree a way to extend the MAC header to support more logical channels

-
Discuss a preliminary structure of UE capabilities

-
(email discussion between RAN2#101bis and RAN2#102 to progress on CRs)

-
RAN2#102

-
Finalize MAC header design to support more logical channels

-
Finalize RRC related part 

3
Conclusions

In this discussion paper we have presented a high level overview of work plan for increased number of E-UTRAN radio bearers. As indicated in section 2.2, the intention of this WI is not to introduce a new "feature" and/or procedural rule, but rather to extend existing control and signalling structures so that RAN can configure up to 15 radio bearers. 
The corresponding contributions [2] and [3] provide more detailed specification impact analysis on how it can be further accomplished. 
Proposal:
Agree the work plan for increased number of E-UTRAN data bearers. 
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