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1 Introduction

3GPP TS38.804 [1] appendix A.3 specifies:
-
Broadcasting some kind of index/identifier in minimum SI to enable the UE to avoid re-acquisition of already stored SI-block(s)/SI message(s). The index/identifier and associated system information can be applicable in more than one cell. System information valid in one cell may be valid also in other cells.
-
It is FFS what the index/identifier is, e.g. single index or area plus value tag, etc.
Then RAN2#98 Hangzhou meeting made the following agreements:
Agreements

There will be at least a value tag and area ID

-
value tag is associated to each SIB

-
value tag can be valid in only one cell or when combined with an area ID to be valid in more than one cell.

FFS whether the area ID and valuetag is separately signalled or as a single identifier

FFS whether the area ID is associated to each SIB/ SI message or associated to a group of SIBs/ SI messages or all SIBs/ SI messages.

This contribution discusses how to signal the area ID.
2 Discussion

The area ID would define the scope of the common system information and the area ID would be signaled in the minimum SI while the minimum SI size has to be minimized due to the broadcast channel capacity limitation. Therefore the area ID size should be minimized without compromising the functionality.

The size of the area ID is determined based on the granularity of the area.
Consideration of the area

UMTS RRC specification defines area scope for each SIB (see 5). UMTS SIB scope is either PLMN or cell.

For example, UE timers and constants are defined per PLMN in UMTS.

The similar concept of “area scope” could be applied for NR. The maximum size of the area scope would be PLMN and the minimum granularity of the area scope would be cell. Then the question is how much granularity would be required in the middle between PLMN and cell. One PLMN will comprise one or more NAS tracking area and the NAS tracking area will comprise one or more RAN notification area. Therefore the NAS tracking area and RAN notification area would be good candidates in addition to PLMN and cell for NR area scope.

For NR, the following area scope can be considered:
· PLMN
· NAS tracking area
· RAN notification area

· Cell
Proposal 1: Each SIB should have scope, PLMN, NAS tracking area, RAN notification area and cell. FFS another area scope.

Proposal 2: Any new ID doesn’t need to be introduced.

Proposal 3: The area ID of SI index/identifier indicates the area scope of the NR SIB

3 Summary
Proposal 1: Each SIB should have scope, PLMN, NAS tracking area, RAN notification area and cell. FFS another area scope.

Proposal 2: Any new ID doesn’t need to be introduced.

Proposal 3: The area ID of SI index/identifier indicates the area scope of the NR SIB
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5 Annex – UMTS SIB scope information

UMTS RRC spec [2] specifies the UMTS system information in table 8.1.1:
Table 8.1.1: Specification of system information block characteristics

	System information block
	Area scope
	UE mode/state when block is valid
	UE mode/state when block is read
	Scheduling information
	Modification of system information
	Additional comment

	Master information block
	Cell
	Idle mode,

CELL_FACH,

CELL_PCH, URA_PCH,

CELL_DCH (TDD only)
	Idle mode,

CELL_FACH,

CELL_PCH, URA_PCH,

CELL_DCH

(TDD only) 
	SIB_POS = 0

SIB_REP = 8 (FDD)
 SIB_REP = 8, 16, 32 (TDD)

SIB_OFF=2 
	Value tag
	

	Scheduling block 1
	Cell
	Idle mode,

CELL_FACH,

CELL_PCH, URA_PCH,

CELL_DCH

(TDD only)
	Idle mode,

CELL_FACH,

CELL_PCH, URA_PCH,

CELL_DCH

(TDD only)
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information" in MIB
	Value tag
	

	Scheduling block 2
	Cell
	Idle mode,

CELL_FACH,

CELL_PCH, URA_PCH,

CELL_DCH

(TDD only)
	Idle mode,

CELL_FACH,

CELL_PCH, URA_PCH,

CELL_DCH

(TDD only)
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information" in MIB
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 1
	PLMN
	Idle mode

CELL_FACH,

CELL_PCH, URA_PCH,

CELL_DCH
	Idle, CELL_FACH,

CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 2
	Cell
	URA_PCH
	URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 3
	Cell
	Idle mode, (CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH)
	Idle mode, (CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH)
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 4
	Cell
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	If System information block type 4 is not broadcast in a cell, the connected mode UE shall apply information in System information block type 3 in connected mode.

	System information block type 5
	Cell
	Idle mode, (CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH (TDD only))
	Idle mode, (CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH (TDD only))
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 6
	Cell
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH (TDD only)
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH (TDD only)
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	If system information block type 6 is not broadcast in a cell, the connected mode UE shall read System information block type 5.

If some of the optional IEs are not included in System information block type 6, the UE shall read the corresponding IEs in System information block type 5

In TDD mode system information block 6 shall only be read in CELL_DCH if required for open loop power control as specified in subclause 8.5.7 and/or if shared transport channels are assigned to the UE. If in these cases system information block type 6 is not broadcast the UE shall read system information block type 5.

	System information block type 7
	Cell
	Idle mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH (TDD only)
	Idle mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH (TDD only)
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Expiration timer = MAX(32, SIB_REP * ExpirationTimeFactor)
	In TDD mode system information block type 7 shall only be read in CELL_DCH if shared transport channels are assigned to the UE.

	System information block type 8
	Cell
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 9
	Cell
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Expiration timer = SIB_REP
	

	System information block type 10
	Cell
	CELL_DCH
	CELL_DCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Expiration timer = SIB_REP
	

	System information block type 11
	Cell
	Idle mode (CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH)
	Idle mode (CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH)
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 12
	Cell
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH
	Idle mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	If system information block type 12 is not broadcast in a cell, the connected mode UE shall read System information block type 11.

If some of the optional IEs are not included in System information block type 12, the UE shall read the corresponding IEs in System information block type 11.

	System information block type 13
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 13.1
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 13.2
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 13.3
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 13.4
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 14
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Expiration timer = MAX(32, SIB_REP * ExpirationTimeFactor)
	This system information block is used in TDD mode only.

System information block type 14 shall only be read in CELL_DCH if required for open loop power control as specified in subclause 8.5.7.

	System information block type 15
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 15.1
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 15.2
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	For this system information block there may be multiple occurrences

	System information block type 15.3
	PLMN
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	For this system information block there may be multiple occurrences

	System information block type 15.4
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 15.5
	Cell
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	

	System information block type 16
	Equivalent PLMN
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH
	Idle Mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	For this system information block there may be multiple occurrences. This system information block is also valid while in GSM/GPRS.

	System information block type 17
	Cell
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH
	CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Expiration timer = SIB_REP
	This system information block is used in TDD mode only.

System information block type 17 shall only be read if shared transport channels are assigned to the UE.

	System Information Block type 18
	Cell
	Idle mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH, CELL_DCH
	Idle mode, CELL_FACH, CELL_PCH, URA_PCH
	Specified by the IE "Scheduling information"
	Value tag
	


