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1
Overall description
SA2 thanks RAN6 and CT1 for their LSs in C1-173855 / R6-170460 / S2-176884 and C1-174627 / S2-178245 on Restricted Use of Enhanced Coverage.
SA2 acknowledges the answer given by CT1 to Q1 – Q4, and agrees the usefulness to maintain connectivity towards the UE (Q4). SA2 would like to comment on the CT1 answer to Q5 as follows.
Q5: In addition to enabling/disabling the use of EC restriction for a given device using NAS signalling is there a need to allow for enabling/disabling the EC restriction, e.g. via paging, to minimize the delay once the core network decides that EC restriction should be enabled/disabled?

CT1 reply: Currently EC restriction is signalled to the MS as part of the Attach Accept and Routing Area Accept message for the devices per 24.008. CT1 would encourage SA2 to provide guidance on whether EC subscription restriction can change and whether there are other use cases for enabling/disabling EC restriction which can be temporary in nature (such as due network congestion and resource usage) which would require faster EC restriction enabling/disabling signalling.
SA2 comment on Q5: 

SA2 confirms that the EC restriction is stored as part of subscription data under the HPLMN control. The applicability of the EC restriction can change over time due to the following events:

The HPLMN operator re-configures the subscriber's EC restriction setting

UE changes network, and EC restriction applies on a per PLMN basis (see TS 23.401 clause 4.3.28)

3rd party AS may provision the EC restriction setting (see TS 23.682 clause 5.16)

In order to update the EC restriction towards the UE, the network may either wait for the UE to initiate a NAS procedure or re-use the existing network initiated mechanisms (re-attach, GUTI re-allocation).
2. Actions:

To RAN6 and CT1
ACTION:
SA2 kindly asks RAN6 and CT1 to take the above feedback into account.
3. Dates of Next SA2 Meetings:

SA2 #125
22 – 26 Jan 2018, Gothenburg, Sweden

SA2 #126
26 Feb – 2 Mar 2018, Montreal, Canada
