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Introduction





This paper deals with the handling of blocks queued in Scheduling/Priority unit of MAC-c/sh entity when a handover is performed.








Description





During the handover procedure (fig. 1), the following situation may occur: the UE starts using the DSCH in the new cell and the related new MAC-c/sh entity is involved, while some blocks are still queued in Scheduling/Priority handling unit of old MAC-c/sh entity.
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Fig.1 – MAC-c/sh entities during handover procedure











The following problems may arise:





in RLC UM or TM these blocks are lost;


in RLC AM, a retransmission will occur, with overloading on RLC protocol;





If blocks are transferred from old to new MAC-c/sh entity, through Iur or local interface, the above mentioned problems may be avoided. In the first case, i.e. when the Iur is involved, suitable procedures should be identified.





Conclusion





In the current status of the specifications, it is not clear how to handle the situation previously described.


Suitable methods to avoid the problems outlined in this paper should be identified.





