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TSG RAN WG3 thanks TSG RAN WG2 for their reply for liaison on the partial relocation. 

During RAN WG3 meeting #9 in Paris RAN WG3 discussed again partial relocation based on this received LS from R2. 

RAN WG3 is uncapable to justify whether the indicated existing RRC protocol mechanism are enough to realise the partial relocation in case of UMTS to UMTS and also in case of UMTS to GSM handovers. RAN WG3 realised also that the remaining open issues for the partial relocation problem probably can't be solved by RAN WG3.

According to a taken working assumption regarding the mapping of RABs and Radio Bearers, in RAN WG3 meeting #9, RNC should memorise for each RAB the NAS Binding Information provided by CN at RAB Assignment procedure.  RNC should also know and memorise how each NAS Binding Information (and consequently each RAB) maps to existing Radio Bearers (RBs). (Details of this working assumption are described in another LS from R3 to R2 titled: "LS on usage of NSAPI, RB identity, RAB ID and TEID".)

If this new working assumption is confirmed to be feasible by other 3GPP groups, RAN WG3 realised that this would enable a straightforward way of handling partial relocation. The method however sets some requirements for other protocols outside the scope of R3. 

Before elaborating further this type of possible realisation of partial relocation R3 would like to request comments from R2 about the feasibility of below mechanism from R2 point of view.  

Further RAN WG3 is of the opinion that the release of radio bearers, RABs consequently calls or sessions in partial relocation is done due to radio interface (AS) reasons, not due to service (NAS) reasons. Therefore it would be natural that rather AS than NAS signalling would be used to the release the radio bearers in partial relocation.

Providing that the mapping between NAS Binding ID and RBs is included into the RRC Information in the Source RNC to Target RNC Transparent Container,  this information could be used also to indicate for the UE the higher layer instancies (calls and sessions) to which the assigned radio resources are related to. 

In UTRAN to UTRAN handover there is in general no reason to change the association between NAS Binding Information and RB IDs. Therefore it would be enough that target RNC indicates the radio bearers that are to be released compared to the radio bearers existing in source RNC (based on the transparent information). 


If, for a some reason,  the RRC information  wouldn't be available for target RNC or a change in mapping of NAS Binding Info and RBs would be required, then the new RB – NAS Binding Information mapping information would need to be included in the information generated by target RNC and passed via source RNC to UE. 

In UTRAN to GSM handover, if this same principle would be applied, it is required that the GSM CN can provide by BSSMAP the NAS Binding Information to target BSS and that the dual mode UE can associate the assigned GSM radio resources to the accepted NAS Binding Information based on the GSM RR messages provided by the new BSS via source RNC to UE. 

