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1. Introduction 

The MBMS Work Item is under the leadership of RAN2, where the Stage 2 specification TS25.346 details the current working assumptions. 

It is clear that a number of MBMS issues will have impact on the physical layer and require conclusions to be made in RAN1. Such topics include:

· MBMS notification;

· Retransmission schemes which RAN1 has now been asked to study [1] (and which are also being studied for MBMS in GERAN);

· Considerations relating to possible outer coding structure. 

The physical layer techniques considered by RAN1, and RAN1’s conclusions, will need to be captured in a suitable document. Some possibilities could be:

1. Use the existing TR25.803. The scope of this TR is “to capture simulation results for S-CCPCH operation” for MBMS. It does include sections for “Performance using new functionality”, where clearly some descriptions of the new technology will be required in order to put the simulation results in context. However, not all physical layer issues requiring RAN1’s attention relate to the S-CCPCH, so it does not seem appropriate to use this TR to capture general working assumptions on layer 1 functionality for MBMS.

2. Use RAN2’s TS25.346. The scope of this TS is: 
“to help the TSG RAN and TSG GERAN specify the changes to existing spcifications and potentially identify new ones that are needed for the introduction of the “Introduction of the MBMS in RAN” feature for Release 6.”  

This scope seems to cover the functionality issues relating to RAN1 as well as RAN2, but it is not clear whether RAN1 can easily apply text proposals to a TS which is under RAN2 control. Also, TS25.346 is restricted to Release 6, whereas some RAN1 issues may apply to later releases. 

3. Create a new RAN1 TR specifically to capture layer 1 issues relating to the functionality required for MBMS. This would be simple for RAN1 to control, but it would of course be necessary to ensure that conflicts do not arise between such a TR and TS25.346.  Such a RAN1 TR could be used for techniques and conclusions which in the end relate to either Release 6 or later releases, with the conclusion of the TR indicating which features are for inclusion in Release 6.

2. Conclusion

We suggest that a choice is made between the above options, so as to capture the physical layer techniques and conclusions which RAN1 has to address in relation to MBMS. 

3. Reference

[1] R1-040031 LS from RAN2 to RAN1 cc SA2, SA4: “LS on Lower Layer Retransmissions to improve reliability of data transmission for MBMS”






































































































