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1	Overview

The initial WID on NR sidelink evolution (RP-213678) [1] contained checkpoints for some of the objectives. In the course of the NR sidelink evolution work the checkpoint for the objective 1 “Specify mechanism to support NR sidelink CA operation” has been moved from RAN#97 [1], to RAN#98 [2] and finally to RAN#99 [3].

1. Specify mechanism to support NR sidelink CA operation based on LTE sidelink CA operation [RAN2, RAN1, RAN4] (This part of the work is put on hold until further checking in RAN#99)
· Support only LTE sidelink CA features for NR (i.e., SL carrier (re-)selection, synchronization of aggregated carriers, handling the limited capability, power control for simultaneous sidelink TX, packet duplication)
· The work is limited to FR1 licensed spectrum and ITS band in FR1.
· No specific enhancements of Rel-17 sidelink features with sidelink CA support.
· This feature is backwards compatible in the following regards
· A Rel-16/Rel-17 UE can receive Rel-18 sidelink broadcast/groupcast transmissions with CA for the carrier on which it receives PSCCH/PSSCH and transmits the corresponding sidelink HARQ feedback (when SL-HARQ is enabled in SCI)

NR sidelink CA is considered as one important element for future NR V2X deployments, in particular if frequency bands are fragmented (= free channels within one frequency band are not adjacent). A finalization of objective 1 within Rel-18 is deemed important.

3GPP RAN is encouraged to strive for completion of objective 1 within Rel-18. In order to keep the workload manageable, it is suggest to limit the scope of objective 1 to
· band n47, 
· non-contiguous and contiguous intra-band CA, 
· mode 2 operation only.



The views on this feature and the scope for the remainder of this Rel-18 WI are as follows:


Proposal 1: 	Support starting work on Objective 1 (SL CA) after the RAN#99 meeting. 

Proposal 2: To reduce the workload of objective 1 adjust the scope to:
· The work is limited to band n47. 
· The work is limited to Mode 2 operation only.

Proposal 3: 	To enable an universal use of the CA feature consider non-contiguous and contiguous Ca within one band (intra-band):
· The work includes aggregation of non-contiguous and contiguous carriers.



2	Conclusion

Proposal on the scope of objective 1:
1. Specify mechanism to support NR sidelink CA operation based on LTE sidelink CA operation [RAN2, RAN1, RAN4] 
· The work is limited to band n47
-	The work is limited to Mode 2 operation only
-	The work includes aggregation of non-contiguous and contiguous carriers
· No specific enhancements of Rel-17 sidelink features with sidelink CA support.
· This feature is backwards compatible in the following regards
· [bookmark: _Hlk89619097]A Rel-16/Rel-17 UE can receive Rel-18 sidelink broadcast/groupcast transmissions with CA for the carrier on which it receives PSCCH/PSSCH and transmits the corresponding sidelink HARQ feedback (when SL-HARQ is enabled in SCI)
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